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DAMASOJS (R) — Syria said Sunday It hoped U.S. Secrttuy of State 
Jamc* Baker's Ittottlrip tothc region would saoccd in ovcreoc-g faracfi 
dtaadre 19 Middle Eaat peace talks and euMe a conference to aartead. 
“tad ini- not' jet green -a dear 'yes to president (George) Bob's 
proposals. It has' put a nu mber of preconditions and we hope these 
i would be filled,” Foreign Minister Farooq AlSharsatokL 



Prime Mmhtrr Yitzhak Shamir’s 
\eat ako refuses to stop boding setti en wn tt in the occupied 
territories and objects, to the paitk^wtkn of Palestinians from East 
Jereaakaratthe peace conference. Mr. Sfona was speaking at Damascus 
airport where he met Spanish Foreign Minwtrr Frandsco Fe roao t te 
Ordonez, who is in Damascus for tidks on the peace process Mr. Baker 
arrived in Cano Sunday at the start of Ibs eighth tour of the regk>&.'He is 
due® Damascus on loeaday. Mr. Sbaiaa said Syria would rfrenres with 
Mr. Baber “eccm* American effarta to n rn mm a the (hraeH) ohttacfaa 

before the convc nmg of the c cuftmu c at the cad oftfaii month.” **We 
hope (the Americans) had positive i e sp ouse s to o v e r come these diffiad- 
tiea especially from the Incli side.** 
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U.N. experts cany out inspections in Iraq 

BAGHDAD (R) — Backed by sweeping new powers to search and 
destroy. U.N. inspectors continued their probe of Iraq's most lethal 
weapons Sunday and reported good cooperation from the Baghdad 
authorities. U.N. experts on nuclear, chemical and ballistic weapons made 
trips to seek out dismantle Iraq's weapons under terms of the Gulf war 
ceasefire. They have new powers under a Security Council vole Friday 
which gave the world body authority not only to dismantle existing 
weapons but to prevent the importation of any material that might be used 
in future arms. The Iraqi government has protested about the new 
measures at the United Nations but has said little in Baghdad beyond now 
routine attacks on U.N. “spy missions" on its soil. A new nuclear team 
visited unspecified Iraqi installations on Sunday. Pierre Biles, the deputy 
head of the [Mission, said. “We are following up information from 
previous inspections," Mr. Bilos told reporters as his team, the seventh 
such mission in Iraq, returned to its Baghdad hotel. He said his search 
“confirms information which was gained from proceeding inspect ions." 
but declined to give any details. 
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Bahrain hits Israeli 
flights over Iraq > 
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BAHRAIN (R) — Bahrain Sun- 
day condemned flights by Israeli 
jets oyer Iraq and other Arab 
countries last week, the official 
Gulf News Agency (GNA) said. 
• .. . - H ~ A statement issued after a weekly 
• i.-. i J cabinet meeting described the 
i*. v flights as “provocative,** GNA 
said. Iraq said in a letter to U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
dc Cuellar Tuesday that four 
Israeli F-15 fighters, coming from 
the direction of Syria; overflew 
Iraqi territory for 30 minutes on 
Oct. 4 before entering Saudi Ara- 
bian airspace. The White House 
said it had complained to Israel 
about the flights. Israel brushed 
aside the complaint. Bahrain's 
cabinet, chaired by Prime Minis- 
ter Sheikh Khalifa Ben Salman 
A! Khalifa, ulso condemned 
Israel’s policy of building more 
Jewish settlements in the occu- 
pied Arab territories and forcibly 
occupying Palestinian houses, 
GNA said. 
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Protesters splatter 
Iranian envoy 

RIMINI, Italy (R) — Three Ira- 
nians threw eggs containing red 
ink at Iran's ambassador to Italy 
Sunday, splattering his face and 
hair, police said. Shouting 
“murderers,** the three men in- 
terrupted a prize-giving cere- 
mony at an economic forum in 
Rimini on the Adriatic coast. 
They threw eggs at Ambassador 
Hamid Aboutalebi as he pre- 
pared to receive a prize in the 
name of Iranian Foreign Minister 
All Akbar Velayati. Iranian 
bodyguards overpowered them. 


Polisario: Morocco 
v ~:~ increasing ‘spy- 
if n flights’ 


* ' - • i -; _rr : 

■ -i t’.a 

,v - .. : jCS.: 
t i-1' 

■■ 

k ’7-r-2 

-.-cr: 

J r ' 'I-' 

. ’ -%» ~ 

\ .i. Jt. 2- 
• ‘ ^ 




jr* : ”, 


4 ''.7 
■ • '*■ 

JOP 1 ^* 






!•» 


c- 


. <■ 
■ i- * 


; ; i 

■* , V- ■■ '■ * 

:i 

* . w 

'Z n *> : 'J *’ 
• 

-1 > ■ ■ J' A 

> > 

. ; 








ALGIERS (R) — Polisario guer- 
rillas said' Sunday Moroccan 
planes had carried out intensified 
reconnaissance flights over the 
Western Sahara. “During the 
past 48 hours, the Moroccan air- 
force has intensified reconnaiss- 
ance flights over Saharan terri- 
tory... flying several times on 
Oct. 11 and 12 each day over the 
areas of Mebarise and Tifariti in 
the northeast of the Western 
Sahara,” the Polisario said m a 
statement to Reuters. It called 
again for United Nations pressure 
on Morocco to end what it 
termed these provocations. The 
Polisario and Morocco have ac- 
cused each other of trying to 
wreck a five-week-old U.N.- 
sponsored ceasefire -which is to 
precede a referendum next year 
to give the Saharans a dunce 
between independence or inter- 
gration with Morocco which 
claims the former Spanish colony. 

'3,000 Sudan rebels 
killed in power 
struggle’ 

KHARTOUM (AP) — A news- 
paper reported Sunday that 3,000 
southern rebels have been killed 
in a power struggle between rebel 
leader John Garang and some of 
his top aides. The government’s 
A1 Injaz A1 Watani newspaper 
uo ted relief workers returning 
Kenya as saying that the two 
rebel factions engaged in heavy 
fighting for five days recently in 
the s ou th er n Upper Nile region. 
The fighting reportedly resulted- 
in the death of 3,060 rebels and 
the injury of scores more. The 
unidentified relief workers said 
they gathered their information 
from rebels who fled to neigh- 
bouring Ethiopia and Kenya dur- 
ing the fighting. 

i -■ 

Afghan ruling party 
denies rift reports 

KABUL (R) — A senior member 
of A fgh a nis tan's rating Watau 
(Homeland) Party denied reports 
of growing disquiet within a pro- . 
democracy wing of the party... 
Sulaiman Lacq, one of the party’s 
four deputy chairmen, said 'it. 
retained a monolithic unity and:' 
he was unaware of any dissatis-i 
faction with President Najibullah,! 
its leader. Party sources said last j 
.week a traders of about 20 ceo-, 
tral committee members believed 
needed urgent and far-| 
democratic : refbnris[ 
winch Mr.. Najibullah would not 
deliver. But Mr. Laeq, a veteran 
party figure described by many 
political sources as a hardEper, 

said: “There is neither a hard line 

nor a .soft line in our party. 
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Baker arrives in Cairo, 
meets P ankin on Friday 


CAIRO (Agencies) — U.S. 
Secretary of Skate James Baker, 
appar ently near success in setting 
up a Middle East peace confer- 
ence, will meet in occupied Jeru- 
salem an Friday with Soriet Fore- 
hfinister Boris Pankin, 
Moscow is ready to i 
fall diplomatic ties with Israel. 

“We have been u rg in g that for 
sometime,” a U.S. official said as 
Mr. Baker flew here Sunday to 
begin a four-coanti y trip de- 
signed to nsil down tea ms for 
Arab-Israeli negotiations. 

He win meet Monday with 
Egyptian PrcsidemHosm Mubar- 
ak, an enthusiastic supporter, and 
hold talks on succeeding days in 
Jordan, Syria and brad before 
w«Hng up with Mr. Pankin, who ■ 
is n»»kmg fais own trip t hrou gh 
the region. 

The key to Mr. Baker’s hopes 
for a peace co n fe ren ce before the 
end of die month is held by the 
Palestinians, the last holdouts. 

W MIa Mr . Water k ma W ng tfao 
rounds, the Palestinians are ex- 
pected to announce their wflting- 
ness to attend the confe re nce as 
part of a joint d e le gati o n with 
Jordan. 

They evidently agreed on a 
formula with Mr. Baker in t»lh 
at the State Department Thurs- 
day and Friday, bat need the final 
approval of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (FLO); 

Mr. Baker’s of a 


meeting with Mr. Pankin in occu- 
pied Jerusalem signalled ^ the 
United States and the Soviet Un- 
ion may finally be ready to 
announce the date of the peace 
talks. 

At the Moscow summit in Jnly, 
die two nations, serving as. co- 
sponsors, set October as their 
target. 

There was still no decision on 
where the peace conference 
would be held. 

Mr. Baker was met at Cairo 
airport by Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa, who said 
earlier peace was only posable if 
Israel was willing to gree up occu- 
pied Arab lands for peace. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamhr says he will never accept 
this. 

Mr. Musa, speaking a few 
hours before the arrival of Mr. 
Baker, told reporter s he believes 
all sides can overcome the obsta- 
cles which are feeing the conven- 
ing of the confe re nce later tins 
month. 

Mr. Musa ako said Mr. Pankm 
will visit Cairo Oct. 21 to discuss 
the peace conf ere nce. 

“It has to be understood that 
we are not only i nterested in the 
conference but in the peace pro- 
cess. Without (the principle of) 
land in for peace, we 

cannot have peace. And without' 
recognising the rights of everyone 
to security and self determina- 


tion, we cannot have a peace 
process,” Mr. Musa sakL 
The Egyptian minister said be 
befievsd participating sides will 
be able to overcome obstacles 
and convene the peace confer- 


On Sarizrday President Mubar- 
ak, who is dne to meet Mr. Baker 
Monday, held talks with Syrian 
leaderHafezAl Assad. Cairo and 
Damascus have worked closely 
since Mr. Baker initiated the 
latest peace bid. 

The United States and the 
Soviet Union are sticking to their 
aim of convening the confere n ce 
by Oct. 31 but have not issued 
invitations, apparently waiting 
until success is assured. 

They have said delegations 
would have 10 days to prepare, so 
formal invitations would have to 
be sent by Oct. 21. 

Syrian newspapers said Sun- 
day Mr. Baker will face a tough 
task trying to arrange a peace 
con feren ce. They blamed Israeli 
intransigence. 

The daily A1 Ihawra wondered 
whether Mr. Baker, during his 
new trip to the region, can 
“bypass the mines that Israel has 
ptaced ou the road of the current 
efforts to convene the interna- 
tional conference.” 

The paper said a commentary 
published in an Israeli newsp^er 

(Cadfamed ou page 5). 


PLO says U.S. failed to offer 
assurances In 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Palestine 
Liberation Organttatidn (PLO) 
Chai rm a n Yasser Arafat has ao- 
ensed the United States of double 
standards and hostility to war d s 
die Palestinians by faffing to give 
them the assurances they want on 
a Middle East peace conference. 

La & letter to Zmbabwfen 
President Robert; Mugabe, who 
wiD be chairing the Common- 
wealth summit in Harare, Mr . 
Arafat said that in talks with 
Palestinian envoys, Was hin gton 
had given no ground on Jeru- 
salem, Palestinian representation 

and a halt to Jewish a ott te mem s 
in the occupied territories. 

“All these hostile positions are 
in fla grant violation of interna- 
tional legality and UJ4. resolu- 
tions... and reflect a continuation 
of the doable standards policy,” 
Mr. Arafat said. 

The letter, published Sunday 
by the Palestinian news agency 
WAFA, was written following a> 
meeting in Washington between &{ 
Palestinian mission and U.S. 
Secretory of State James Bakery 
Palestinian officials told Reuters. 

It said: .“the American admi- 
nistration rejects independent 



Palestinian r epresent ati on at 
planned c onfe rence... (but) . 
the PIG has the right to pack Us 
representatives ad decide ou how 
it will participate at this confer- 
ence.” 

“The American government 
refuses to place the Jerusalem 
problem on the conference agen- 
da and ako rejects the presence 
of Jerusalem-born people in the 
Palestinian delegation... thus 
going along wife the Israeli point 
of view,” it added. 

“The American government 
has not been able to obtain a 
or a freeze on Jewish 
i (in the occupied terri- 
tories) as tiie peace co n ference is 
about to begin which means that 
the plunder of Palestinian lands 
will continue.” 

Israel demands a right of veto 
on the composition of the Palesti- 
nian delegation to the peace con- 
ference and refuses to accept 
PLO leaders or repres en t a tives of 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

Mr. Arafat’s comment s coin- 
cided with the start of a new 
Middle East trip by Mr. Baker, 
who hopes to make final arrange- 
ments to convene the peace con- 


ference by the end of the month. 
He is scheduled to visit Egypt, 
Jordan, Syria and IsraeL 

A Palestinian delegation meet 
with Mr. Baker in Wash in g to n 
last week and reportedly were' 
dose to announcing their wafing^ 
nern to attend the peace co nfe r- 
ence as part of a joint delegation 
with Jordan. 

Mr. Arafat last week proposed 
a summit of Arab leaders to work 
out a unified position for the 
peace conference.- The PLO 
chairman was in Algeria on Sun- 
day, reportedly discussing the 
possibfl^y of holding such a sum- 
mit in Algiers. 

Mr. Arafat held talks with 
President Cbadh Benjedid and 
Foreign Minister Iakhdar Ibrahi- 
mi, the Algerian news agency 
APS" said. 

The agency gave no details of 
the meeting. 

Algeria is a staunch supporter 
of the PLO, which last mouth 
hdd a meeting of the Palestine 
Council (PNC) in Algiers. 

The meeting welcomed U.S. 
efforts to convene a Middle East 
peace co nfer e n ce but did not 
commit Palestinians to 


Reports conflict over Turkish 
incursion after Iraqi warning 


ANKARA (Agencies) — Con- 
flicting reports emerged Sunday 
over a Turkish military incursion 
into Iraq to fight Kurdish rebels. 
Some reports said the air and 
land operation had come to an 
end Sunday, while others said the 
Turkish push against rebel bases 
in northern Iraq contnmed Sun- 
day for' the thim day. 

Iraq meanwhile warned Turkey 
pin$t such incursions. 
Witnesses quoted by Reuters 
said Turidsh troops, planes and 
heKcoptere crossed into northern 


Iraq to attack, rebel Turidsh 
Kurds fin 1 the third day in a row. 

They said , at least 10 planes 
Sew into Iraqi airspace and hun- 
dreds of soldiers marched into 
Iraq from the border village of 
Cinarli in southeast Turkey. 
Helicopter-borne commandos' 
ako beaded into northern Iraq, 
the witnesses sakL 
There was no immediate con- 
firmation from the Turkish gener- 
al staff. A spokesman contacted 
earlier said .be did not know if 
cross-border attacks would con- 
tinue Sunday. 

But Siamend Banaa, & repre- 
sentative for the Iraqi Kurdish 
Democratic Patty (KDP) here,, 
told the Associated Press be wasj 
informed that no Toritish airraids; 
took place Sunday morning. 


Mr. Banaa said it was reported 
to be “a quiet day in die area.” 

A high-level military official 
told the semi-official Anatolia 
news agency that ground troops 
moved into Iraq five kilometres 
Saturday to wipe out Tnrtasb 
Kurdish guerrilla camps and re- 
turned to Turkey the same day. 

Hie unnamed official said Tur- 
kish planes staged 24 sorties in' 
northern Iraq on Friday and 
Saturday. 

Asked if the Turkish offensive 
in Iraq would continue. Chief of 
Staff Gen. Mr. Dogan Guns told 
reporters that it was up to the 
government to decide. 

The government kept silent 
over the weekend. 

.. The Iraqi government Saturday 
lodged a protest with the Turkish 
Foreign Ministry for violating its 
airspace and bombing several 
small villages with napalm, the 
Iraqi News Agency (INA) re- 
ported. 

INA said that Baghdad had 
warned Ankara of the grave con- 
sequences to Turidsh military op- 
erations in Iraq. 

INA quoted a foreign mhustry 
letter addressed to Turkey asl 


tinted seven kilometres inside] 
and bombed villages and 
with napalm.” 


The document qqpted press 
reports as saying five people were 
wounded in the raids. It called on 
Ttirkey to “immediately stop 
these violations to maintain good 
neighbourly relations ami avoid 
the grave consequences that 
might result from their continua- 
tion.” 

Ankar a has responded to pre- 
vious Iraqi complaints about 
military incursions by saying 
Iraq’s borders were unguarded by 
the Iraqi army and that the PKK 
was bong supported by Iraqi 
Kurds. 

The Kurdistan Front, which 
represents Iraqi rebel groups in- 
cluding the Kurdish Democratic 
Party and the Patriotic Union erf 
Kurdistan, denies anting Turkish 
Kurds. 

The front arid Friday’s raids 
had killed three Kurdish guerril- 
las and wounded nine others. 

The Iraqi document said “at 
tiie rime tiie Foreign Ministry 
strongly protests” this flagrant 
violation, it reserves Iraq's foil 
right to take the measure it sees 
appropriate in accordance with 
(tiie) U.N; Charter and interna- 
tional lawk.” 

Tttrkish troops are planting 
manes in a “wvgo” zone along 

(CofefeMd on page 5 ) 



kadi settlers occ upy ing a I 
as Arab neighbours look on 


in S&wan in Arab Jerusalem fortify themselves with barbed 


Sharon visits Silwan settlers, 
discloses government backing 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli Housing 
Minister Ariel Sharon Sunday vi- 
sited Jewish settlers who last 
week occupied six houses in an 
Arab Jerusalem neighbourhood 
and announced his support for 
the squatteis. 

“One of our goals is to resettle 
(with) Jews buildings that be- 
longed to Jews m the past,” Mr. 
Sharon told Israel .radio during 
his visit to the neighbourhood of 


“It is known that Jewish pre- 
sence is contributing to quiet. I 
hope you are guarding the gov- 
ernment property that was rented 
to you," be said. 

The settlers’ move into Arab 
East Jerusalem drew criticism 
from the United States, which has 
urged that the status of the occu- 
pied dty be decided in peace 
negotiations. 

By his remarks Sunday Mr. 
Sharon appeared to reveal that 
tbe Israeli government had leased 
the houses in Arab Jerusalem to 
the Jewish settlers who took them 
over last week. 

Mr. Sharon visited die settlers, 
living behind barbed wire and 
protected by armed police, as 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker began his eighth Middle 
East peace shuttle. 

Mr. Baker, who fists settle- 
ments among tbe greatest obsta- 
cles to Arab-Israeli peace, is dne 


in occupied Jerusalem Wednes- 
day. 

Tbe settlers said last week they 
had acquired 16 Arab bouses in 
Silwan through a state-nm bous- 
ing company, Axnidar, which falls 
under Mr. Sharon’s control. 

Arab residents said the settlers 
stormed the houses without 
obtaining legal ownership. 

Mr. Sharon, who opposes 
Israel’s participation in peace 
talks Mr. Baker is trying to con- 
vene, has spearheaded a drive to 
increase Jewish settlement in the 
occupied territories. 

A left-wing member of parlia- 
ment said -last week that the 
housing ministry had given a Jew- 
ish seminary, Ateret Cohenim, 
funds to buy the bouses. 

Some of the houses may also 
have been held by the govern- 
ment under a law that allows it to 
confiscate the property of those 
who were absent when Israel 
occupied tbe area. Owners are 
not allowed to retain. 

Critics say tiie bousing ministry 
and Ateret Cohenim plan to 
establish thousands of Jewish 
homes in East Jerusalem, with 
the aim of surrounding Arab en- 
claves and forcing FUestinians 
■out. 

Israeli police opposed the sei- 
zure of the houses near Jeru- 
salem's walled Old City on the 
grounds that they could not pro- 
tect Jews id Silwan, home to 


30,000 Palestinians. Mr. Sharon 
contended the Jewish presence 
would improve security. 

With approval of Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir, police let 
settlers and four far-ri^it mem- 
bers of Israel's parliament stay in 
one house. Israel’s attorney 
general is not expected to rule on 
the “legality” of the take-over 
until after the Baker visit. 

Police questioned six Arabs 
suspected of trying to poison an 
Israeli government minister in- 
volved in the controversial 
attempt. 

But an initial check showed the 
suspicious substance was soap, 
police said Sunday. 

Deputy Science Minister Geula 
Cohen, 65, a member of the 
ultra-nationalist Tehiya party, 
was taken to hospital on Thurs- 
day after injurmg her leg at a 
house she occupied with the Jew- 
ish settlers. 

“There are signs that there was 
apparently an attempt here to 
poison or harm... Geula Cohen at 
the hospital and the matter is 
being checked,” Police Minister 
Ronni MHo told Israel Radio 
early Sunday. 

Police later said yellowish sub- 
stances found by Ms. Cohen’s 
private body guard in her hospital 
dinner Saturday night was 
apparently non-poisonous dis- 
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Saddam 
says Iraq 
can survive 
20 years 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, saying 
Iraq could survive 20 years under 
economic sanctions, Sunday cal- 
led on Arab people to press their 
leaders to lift the embargo. 

President Saddam, receiving 
participants in a con fe rence of 
Arab friends in Baghdad, said all 
Arab and Islamic countries 
should call for lifting the sanc- 
tions, the Iraqi News Agency 
repotted. 

They were imposed after Iraq’s 
Angnst 1990 invasion of Kuwait 
and have remained in effect in an 
effort to push President SaAfam 
from power. 

Tbe United Nations has autho- 
rized a one-time sale of $1.6 
million of oil under strict supervi- 
sion by the embargo committee 
that would channel the funds to, 
humanitarian needs and rep a ra -' 
dans. Iraq has so fer spurned the 
offer. 

“Let it be dear to you... Iraq 
can live under the siege for 20 
years without asking anything 
from anybody,” INA quoted 
President Saddam as saying.' 

But he also called on all Arab 
and Islamic peoples to go to their 
rulers and demand that the sanc- 
tions be lifted. 

“The calls for ending tiie sanc- 
tions should begin within the 
Arab and Islamic countries tiiem- 
•dwes. Let every citizens in that 
co un t ry demand that tbe siege 
against Iraq be ended,” be was 
qooted as saying. 

“The appeals should not be 
(Greeted to tiie United Nations, 
but the Arab rulers,” he sakL 

He abo lashed out at the Arab 
leaders that supported tiie U.S.- 
led coalition finces against Iraq, 
emphasising that they were tiie 
cause of Iraq’s defeat 

“Had Arab lands and Arab 
waters not been put at his dispos- 
al as an arena for the operations, 
he wouldn’t have dared fire the 
first shell against Arabs and Mus- 
lims,” the president said. 

He said the Iraqis were still 
proud of the war, which ended 
last February. 

“Your bret hr en in Iraq made 
great sacrifices, but they regret 
nothing because they believe in 
their straggle,” he told tbe Arab 
delegates, according to the INA 
reproL 


Saudi demand for offensive 
ability said to stall U.S. talks 

NEW YORK (Agencies) — U.S. sought admmistration support for 
negotiations with Saudi Arabia a plan that included pre- 
over a Guff security alliance are positioning enough American 
deadlocked over the future she armour to equip 150,000 troops 
and strength of the Saudi armed and the logistical organisation 
fences, the New York Times said needed to move them. 

SumJay. But it said the plan was scaled 

ItqnottdUAmd^edoffi- back dramatically after the State 
aab jKsaymg tteSaud's wanted Dep^em argued that this 
to supplement their advanced air effectively turn Sancfi Ara- 

defeocc system wife an offensive h* into an American military 
army capable of large-scale, 
mobile warfare like that demons- 
trated by the allies in the war 
against Iraq. 

In a report from Washington, 
the newspaper said such a trans- 
formation would require a mas- 
sive infusion of American 
weaponry and training, which 
would alter the military balance 
in the Middle East and lead to a 
braising dispute with Israel. 

The Bush administration and 
Saudi officials have sought to play 
down the row, the New York. 

Times said, and a number of 
experts insist the dose wartime 
relationship remains strong, with 
both sides committed to protect- 
ing the vast Saudi ofl reserves and 
limiting the regional power of 
Iran and Iraq. 

But the officials say the post- 
Gulf war demands ou both sides 
have significantly strained the re- 
lationship and all but frozen tiie 
plan to provide credible deterrent 
forces on tbe Arabian Peninsula, 
the newspaper said. 

It said the issue was being 
bandied with extreme delicacy 
because the United States is 
counting on the Saudis to play a. 
visible role in promoting a Middle 
East peace conference. 

The newspaper reported that 
tiie Defence Department had 


Officials of the Bush adminis- 
tration were not immediately 
available in Washington to com- 
ment on the New York Times 
report. 

Iranian approach 

Ir anian officials will meet with 
their Gulf Arab neighbours in 
March to discuss bettering their 
‘already fart-improving ties, De- 
puty Foreign Minister Ali 
Mohammad Besharati was 
quoted Sunday as saying. 

The English-language Tehran 
Times, which interviewed Mr. 
Besharati, also quoted him as 
Saying relations with Saudi Ara- 
bia are better than they have 
been in two decades. 

In exempts of the interview 
carried by the official Islamic 
Republic News Agency (IRNA), 
be gave no further details on the 
venue or participants in the meet- 
ing next year. 

Mr. Besharati pointed ont that 
Iranian officials met last month in 
New York with their c ou nt er parts 
of tiie Gulf Cooperation Council, 
an alliance or Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, tbe United Arab Emi- 
rates, Oman, Bahrain and Qatar. 


U.N. envoy begins fresh 
Mideast hostage mission 


LARNACA. Cyprus (Agencies) 
— A United Nations envoy who 
has been negotiating a Middle 
East prisoner swap that would 
free Lebanon’s Western hostages 
arrived in Cyprus Sunday saying 
he is on his way to Damascus. 

U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar’s special envoy, 
Giandomenico Picco, visited 
Syria and Lebanon to negotiate 
the release of tbe last three West- 
ern hostages — Britons John 
McCarthy and Jack Mann, and 
American Edward Tracy. 

Mr. Picco told reporters on his 
arrival from New York that he is 
trying to fly on to Syria, which 
has been playing a major role in 
trying to free up to nine Western 
hostages still hold in Lebanon. 

The United Nations is trying to 
broker an exchange of the West- 
ern hostages and six Israeli ser- 
vicemen missing or held captive 
in Lebanon for Arab prisoners 
held by Israel. 

Israel earlier this month sus- 
pended Arab prisoner releases, a 
condition for freeing more West- 
ern hostages. It asked for more 
information on six missing Israeli 
servicemen and eight soldiers 
from the South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) that controls Israeli’s self- 
declared “security zone” in 
southern Lebanon. 

Mr. Picco, in tiie last two 
weeks, had conferred with both 
Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati and Israel’s chief 
hostage negotiator, Uri Lubrani, 
during the U.N. General Assem- 
bly session, sources said. 

Israel freed 51 Arabs and hand- 
ed over tiie remains of nine guer- 
rillas on Sept. 11 after receiving 


information that one of its mis- 
sing soldiers was dead. 

Five Americans, two Germans 
and a Britain remain in the hands 
of pro-Iranian groups in Leba- 
non. 

An Iranian newspaper 
announced Sunday that a West- 
ern hostage being held in South 
Lebanon, possibly an American, 
would be released soon. 

The English-language Tehran 
Times, in a story for Monday’s 
edition, quoted its correspondent 
in south Beirut as saying that a 
Western hostage would be free 
soon. 

The warren of neighbourhoods 
of south Beirut holds the head- 
quarters and most of the missing- 
westerners. 

The paper has a fairly strong 
record on predicting ‘hostage re- 
leases, although a similar report 
two weeks ago proved to be false. 
It often reflects the views of 
President Hashemi Rafsanjani, 
who is sometimes at odds with the 
Iranian-influenced groups in 
Lebanon. 

In his complex negotiations 
with various volatile groups, Mr. 
Picco is expected to meet with 
Israelis, Iranians and representa- 
tives of -the factions bolding hos- 
tages in Lebanon. 

Senior Iranian officials and 
others have predicted that all the 
hostages on all sides shonld be 
freed before tiie end of the year, 
starting with August release of 
Briton John McCarthy and 
American Edward Tracy. 
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Peace group goes to court 
to halt Israeli settlements 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israel’s 
leading peace group Sunday chal- 
lenged die government drive to 
settle Jews in the occupied Arab 
territories hi the first court test of 
a policy which Washington views 
as an obstacle to Middle East 


The non-partisan Peace Now 
Movement asked Israel’s sup- 
reme court to order a freeze on 
settlement in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip until the 
court hears die case at a later 
date. 

The suit names Housing Minis- 
ter Ariel Sharon as a defendant 
for leading a cam paign to acceler- 
ate settlement in the occupied 
territories. 

“We are challenging the legal- 
ity of settlements in the occupied 
territories, saying basically that 
the use of state land, which is 
Jordanian land, to set up settle- 
ments is illegal according to cus- 
tomary international law,” Peace 
Now attorney Avigdor Feldman 
said after delivering a 60-page 
petition. 

-Israel controls about 60 per 
cent of the land in the occupied 
territories. 


Peace Now says it is the first 
time anyone has challenged the 
legality of Israel's overall settle- 
ment policy. Palestinians have 
previously petitioned the court 
over specific lands confiscated to 
build settlements. 

“We are saying die settlement 
projects cream two societies, liv- 
ing one beside foe other — one 
democratic with full political and 
dvfl rights and tbe other society, 
whidi is local people, deprived of 
any right” Mr. Feldman said. 

About 100,000 Jews already 
live in fortified enclaves among 
nearly two million Palestinians in 
foe occupied territories. 

Peace Now said Mr. Sharon, a 
fierce foe of U.S. peace plans in 
tbe hardline cabinet of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, hopes 
to double tbe Jewish population 
by next year. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker, trying to clinch Arab- 
Israeti agreement to attend a 
peace conference, has said there 
is no greater obstacle than settle- 
ments. 

Mr. Shamir, opposed to U.S. 
demands he trade land for peace, 
has repeatedly vowed to keep 
bufiding. 


“This declaration is blatantly 
contrary to international law,” 
Mr. Feldman countered. 

Peace Now dtes international 
law set at tbe Fourth Hague 
Convention in 1907 which it says 
dictates that Israel, as an occupy- 
ing power, maint ain die Status 
quo in the occupied area. 

The petition says Israel can 
legally make changes in the occu- 
pied territories only to ensure its 
Security or improve conditions for 
the local population. 

“No settlement is being de- 
cided by the security branch of- 
the government They are not 
being decided by the defence 
minister or the army. They are 
being decided by dvil agencies, 
like Ariel Sharon's, the housing 
minister,” Mr. Feldman said. 

The petition says Israel 
violated international ' law by 
offering incentives to Jews who 
move there, budding houses and 
roads for settlers and exploiting 
local natural resources. 

It accuses Israel of creating a 
dual legal system by granting 
settlers rights equal to those of 
Israeli citizens while strippin g 
Arabs of aD dvil and political 
rights. 


King Fahd seen seeking to placati 
Saudi women punished for driving 


MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — 
Saudi Arabia’s King Fabd has 
ordered that passports be re- 
turned to the women who defied 
a ban on driving cars last year, 
travellers from the kingdom said. 

The king also ordered financial 
compensation for those who lost 
income as a result of the punish- 
ment that followed, said the 
travellers, who arrived here over 
the weekend. 

.The travellers spoke on condi- 
tion they not be named because 
ttye issue is delicate in foe con- 
servative kingdom. 

•They said the women plan a 
mien form of protest against the 
Mutawa, Saudi Arabia’s powerful 
religious police. 

•On Thursday Nov. 7, the 
ap p ro x im ate anniversary of the 
drive-in, women — and men who 
apee with them — plan to stay 
•avpay from their favourite shop- 
ping centres. 

•“It’s a peaceful form of protest 
where no one can get arrested by 
ftp relfgons police or the traffic 
police,” said one of the travellers. 
“No one knows who first started 
the idea, and no one is campaign- 
ing. It is just going round.” 

The Mutawa, estimated at ab- 
out 90,000, lead Friday prayers 
where they regularly denounce 


women’s education, work or driv- 
ing. 

They also patrol shopping cen- 
tre and other public areas to 
make sure women dress modestly 
ami enforce a ban on conducting 
business daring Islamic prayers. 

women must be covered 
from bead to toe in all-enveloping 
black “abayas” and cannot move 
about unless escorted by a male 
family member. 

Some say the Riyadh “drive- 
in" by foe 40 to 50 women last 
year shook Saudi society almost 
as several as the Iraqi take over of 
neighbouring Kuwait. J 

But tbe travellers said the 
king's actions should not be seen 
as other a concession to liberals 
or a setback for conservatives. 

“We only see it as a gesture 
from foe king because the woman 
is a ‘horara’ in our society,” said 
one of them. 

Horma is a term meaning 
women should be. sacredly and 
fondly preserved, indnding pro- 
tecting them from evil and the 
eyes of men who could tempt 
them into sin. 

The defiant drivers were stop- 
ped by tire Mutawa and escorted 
to police stations. They were 
banned from speaking to other, 
including the press, and their 



King Fahd 

passports were withdrawn. Some, 
who were professors at all-female 
colleges at Riyadh University, 
were *”""**< from teaching and 
their paycheques stopped. 

The ban on speaking out 
against tbe prohibitions remains 
in force, the travellers said. Tbe 
Interior Ministry formalised the 
haiijoa women driving with an 
edict and followed it up by ban- -; 
ning ownership of cars by 
women. 

Sheik Abdul Aziz Ben Baz, the 
kingdom’s chief Muslim author- 
ity, issued an edict saying driving 
by women was undesirable be- 
cause it created situations for 
sinful temptation. 


Qatar given 
till February 
to make case 
over islands . 

NICOSIA (R) — Tbe Interna- 
tional Court of Justice has given 
Qatar unto February to present 
its claim for sovereignty over a 
group of potentially oil and gas- 
rich Gulf islands controlled by 
neigh homing Bahrain. 

The court will decide whether 
to act after.it has studied die 
Qatari demand and a Bahraini 
rebuttal due by the middle' of 
June, accoding to an Internation- 
al Court statement reported by 
tiie Qatari News Agency Sunday. 

Tension between the two coun- 
tries has been mounting since the 
end of the Gulf war against Iraq 
in February when Qatar 
apparently decided to go to the 
court unilaterally after five years 
of inconclusive Saudi mediation. 

There have been at least two 
stand-offs between Qatari and 
Bahrain gunboats in tbe disputed 
area east and southeast of 
Bahrain. 

Gulf diplomats say tbe dispute 
could disrupt a forthcoming sum- 
mit of the Saudi-dominated Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) of 
the six Gulf Arab states. 

Helicopter-borne Qatari troops 
landed on the disputed Fasht Al 
Dibal reef in April, 1986 and 
seized 29 foreign workers build- 
ing a coastguard station for 
Bahrain. They were freed 17 days 
later after Saudi mediation. 

The issue resurfaced when 
Qatar took tbe d ispu te — which 
centres on Fasht Al Dibal, Jara- 
dah reef, tbe Hxwar Islands and 
the sea areas controlled by the 
two states — to the Hague last 
July. 

Bahrain, whidi has incficated it 
might be wflfiog to negotiate on 
territorial sea limits, said the 
move breached an agreement by 
both sides to submit the dispate 
jointly to tbe International Court. 

Qmar says the oourt is entitled 
to role on its application based on 
agreements reached in December 
1987 and December 1990, when it 
raised tbe issue at annual GCC 
summits. 

Tbe diplomats say Saadi 
mediation efforts have made little 
p rog ress. In December 1987, tbe 
two sides initially set a six-month 
deadline for taking die issue to 
the Hague if Saudi efforts to 
resolve the problem faded. 

Saudi Foreign Minister Prince 
Sand AI Faisal went to Qatar and 
Bahrain last month to tzy to end a 
tit-for-tat series of accusations 
since July. 

Saudi Arabia, Qatar and 
Bahrain are all members of the 
GCC, which also includes 
Kuwait, Oman and the United 
Arab Emirates. 


By Jane Arraf 

; Reuter 

AMMAN — Even if progress 
is made at a Middle East 
conference to.wards Arab- 
Israeli peace, competition for 
the waters of tbe Jordan, the 
Tigris and tbe Euphrates riv- 
en could keep tbe region 
unstable for years to come, 
analysts say. 

Without a peace agree- 
ment, unilateral action by tbe 
countries which control the 
rivers mil add to tension as 
populations rise and water 
demand increases, they say. 

The water issue is written 
into foe terms of reference of 
tbe peace conference which 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker is promoting on his 
eighth Middle East shuttle 
starting mi Sunday. 

It may prove its undoing if 
there is no agreement on a 
water share-out. 

Tbe three rivers, meander- 
ing lines of life in a region 
where rainfall and ground 
water are scarce, are already 
at the centre of deep Arab 
suspicions of Israel and Tur- 
key, the countries - which 
dominate the rivers. 

A study by one U.N. re- 
searcher condudedthat with- 
out international agreements 
on water-sharing, nations 
which do not think they are 
receiving their fair share 
could go to war. 

Syria has effectively served 
'notice that there is little hope 
of progress on water without 
a comprehensive peace. 

Turkey, where the Tigris 
and d he Euphrates rise,- this 
week said it was postponing a 
major water confe r ence three 
yean in the planning to avoid 
dis t ur b in g foe U.S. a ttempt 
to arrange the Arab-Israeli 


peace talks this mouth. 

“We will probably wait for 
a more opportune time,” said 
Oktay Aksoy. Turkey’s 
ambassador to Jordan. 

Political sources said the 
conference was postponed 
because some Arab states, 
led by Syria, objected to 
Israel attending. Diplomats 
said Turkey, which holds foe 
upper hand, is m no hurry to 
confront foe problem. 

A senior U.S. State De- 
partment official c onfir med 
that Syrian President Hafez 
Al Assad told Mr. Baker last 
month he had serious prob- 
lems discussing regional 
issues while Syria and Israel 
are still formally in a state of 
war. 

Mr. Baker has been trying 
to line np multilateral .talks 
on regional issues at ' tbe 
peace conference as a way of 
demonstrating Arab willing- 
ness to deal with Israel. 

But water security could 
become a nightmare in nego- 
tiating an Israeli w ithdraw al 
from the occupied territories. ' 

Israel depends on under- 
ground water from the occu- 
pied West Bank, where 
Palestinians are given limited 
access to the reso u rce, to 
supply its own citizens. 

Israel has also been ac- 
cused of siphoning water 
from tbe Litani River in 
South Lebanon into northern 
Galilee. 

“The situation in the Mid- 
dle East will remain explosive 
as long as brad continues 
usurping Arab land and 
ground and surface water,” 
wrote former Arab League 
Secretary General Mahmoud 
Riad in London's Al Hayat 
newspaper this week.' 


Kabul government protests 
to Pakistan over rocket deaths 


KABUL (R) — Tbe Afghan gov- 
ernment has delivered a strong 
protest to Pakistan after a guerril- 
la rocket attack on tbe eastern 
dty of Jalalabad which killed 17 
people. 

Kabul Radio said the Foreign 
Ministry summoned the Pakistani 
charge d’affaires Saturday to ac- 
cuse his country of in terve nin g in 
Afghanistan’s 13-year dvil war. 

The radio said Pakistani 
troops were directly sup porting 
Afghan guerrilla attacks on the 
eastern cities of Gardez and Jala- 
labad. 

At least 17 people died and 67 
were injured Saturday when guer- 
rillas rocketed Jalalabad on the 
first day of an offensive against 
the provincial capital, the Kabul 


gov ernm ent said. . 

Pakistan denies its fences ever 
operate inside Afghanistan. But 
it is the main conduit for weapons 
supplies to the guerrillas and its 
intelligence service is deeply in- 
volved in Mujabedeen military 
planning. 

Afghan Mujabedeen fighters 
said in Pakistan they had laun- 
ched a tug. artiDery attack oo 
. Jalalabad ' preparation -for ..a 
ground offensive. 

The attack was originally ex- 
pected to coincide with a rebel 
assault on Gardez, the home city 
of Afghan President N^jibuOah. 
That attack began late last month 
but was halted last week by heavy 
go v er n ment bombardment- 


U.N. body plans payout to Gulf crisis victims , but coffers empty 


GENEVA (R) — In a small 
vQIa overlooking Lake Gene- 
va, an embr y onic team of 
international civil servants 
and diplomats faces a mam- 
moth task — how to compen- 
sate more than a million peo- 
ple for what they lost in Iraq's 
seizure of Kuwait. 

• Employees of a unique Un- 
ited Nations body, the Com- 
pensation Fund, appear to 
have a job that will take years 
and could help push the orga- 
nisation further towards the 
role some of its founders 
dreamed of, world govern- 
ment. 

But although the adminis- 
trative wheels are already 
turning in tbs V31a la Pelousc 
in the grounds of Geneva’s 
U.N. Palais des Nations, the 
fund has one major problem. 

It still has no funds to 
administer. 

Over tbe next two weeks, 


representatives of foe 15 
countries on tbe council will 
be meeting in the Swiss dty 
to discuss further details of 
bow the fund will operate. 

“This is uncharted terri- 
tory. We are doing something 
die U.N. has never tried be- 
fore,” said Philippe Berg, 
Belgium’s ambassador to foe 
U.N. European headquarters 
in Geneva and chairman of 
the fund’s gove rnin g council. 

The U.N. Security Council 
set up the fund in July to 
determine how to collect 
money from Iraq and admi- 
nister its fair distribution to 
individuals, businesses and 
organisations who were hit as 
a result of Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait. 

The fund's council has 
already met twice and agreed 
the first to be compensated 
will be the ordinary people — 
domestic servants, labourers 


and other workers mainly 
from developing countries — 
who had to flee Kuwait and 
later Iraq itself. 

The Security Council, 
whose 15 states are also on 
the fund’s council, has de- 
creed money will come from 
deductions from the proceeds 
of Iraqi oil sales, banned until 
now under U.N. sanctions 
against Baghdad that fol- 
lowed the Gulf war. 

On Sept. 19, foe U.N.’s 
standing body agreed to 
allow Iraq to sell $1.6 billion 
worth of ofl under supervi- 
sion over the next six months 

to buy food and medicines for 
its own increasingly impover- 
ished people. 

But since then Baghdad 
has refused to say formally 
whether it would agree to sell 
on the U.N. terms, which 
would bring only some $933 
million into Iraqi coffers 


while tbe rest would go for 
reparations, mainly to die 
fund. 

Since early October, Iraqi 
officials have argued they 
could not agree to pump oU 
through Turkey, which is 
asking $264 million in fees to 
cover costs in reope n ing the 
twin pipeline and operating it 
for six months. 

Bnt diplomats in Genera 
say they expect Iraq to drop 
what they describe as its de- 
laying tactics soon. 

“I think tbe posturing and 
puffing will not last much 
longer,*’ said one. 

Over the coming two 
weeks, fund sources say, the- 
council will finalise arrange- 
ments for compensating peo- 
ple ranging from Filipino 
maids to Vietnamese building 
workers who lost everything 
in their flight from war zones. 

The council — where di- 


plomats say the “big five” of 
die United States, the Soviet 
Union, China, France and 
British have been in almost 
perfect harmony — has 
already decided to pay a flat 
$2,500 each to the small 
claimants. 

“Tins may be an arbitrary 
figure, but it is better than no 
figure at all and it will make 
sore that foe poorest of the 
victims are able to start put- 
ting theft lives together again 
with some financial resources 
quickly," said one diplomat. 

But the council plans to 
begin more detailed study of 
how to handle larger claims 
of up to $100,000, of claims 
from the families of people 
who died as a result of foe 
Iraqi action, and of tbe big 
claims that could reach mil- 
lions each. 

It will also have to decide 
which countries will be hand- 


led first. Kuwait, which 
calculates its losses as run- 
ning into many bQHoos of 
dollars, argues that it should 
come top of tins list for com- 
pensation, diplomats say. 

The council will also study 
the mechanisms that must be 
finalised to monitor Iraq’s ofl 
sales, when they start. 

Already two Norwegian ml 
firms have agreed to U.N. 
proposals to check oil quality 
and volume on site in Iraq to 
help ensure there is no cheat- 
ing. Proceeds of sales will be 
paid into a U.N. escrow 
account in New York. 

“We are .getting into the 
kind of ad mi nistration that 
would have been unthinkable 
before the end of the cold 
war,” said one diplomat. “It 
is giving the U.N. the type of 
experience it will need to 
develop into a real world 
authority with muscle." 



Mr. Riad said the league 
has called for a meeting of its 
members on the stales to set 
aside the Palestinian problem 
and deal with Israel so Ank- 
ara could profit from water 
sales. 

Turkey last year demons- 
trated it could torn off the 
taps on the Euphrates to 
Syria and Iraq downstream 
when it reduced the flow to 
fill the reservoir behind the 
new Atatmk Dam. 

Ankara says ft compen- 
sated for the lost water but its 
unilater al action hi ghlig hted 
the need for agreements on 
managing the river system in 
foe divided region. 

Turkey’s plan to build a 
huge “peace pipeline” to 
pump up to seven million 
cubic metres a day of excess 
water from two southern riv- 
ers through to the Gulf has 
also, arouse some Arab suspi- 
cion. 

“This is international 
tampering rath foe Arab Na- 
tion,” said Mir. .Riad, a for- 


mer Egyptian foreign minis- 
ter. He. urged Arab countries' 
to reject tbe pipeline. 

After Baghdad invaded 
Kuwait last year, a leading. 
American newspaper Sug- 
gested using water to bring 
Iraq to its knees. 

“A water cut-off is really 
no more or less-etincaHhan 
foe U.N. supervised food 
embargo,” the New York 
Times argued. “A cut-off 
could be calibrated to allow 
the bare minimum necessary 
for humanitarian ann&” - 

Most of tbe countries in the 
region already have severe 
water shortages. The water 
tables are falling and ■the 
countries in foe Gulf have to 
desalinate sea water at great 
expense to supply the needs 
of rapidly growing cities. 

Rainfall in the region bas 
recovered since a severe 
drought two years ago but 
some reservoirs have been 
drawn down so deeply that 
seeping salt water has con- 
taminated them. 
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1 JORDAN TELEVISION 

, Tel: 773111-19 

TOOGRAMME TWO 

Bing 

19M News in French 

‘9:15 Weekly Spans Magazine 

; 3930 News in Hebrew 

;.^Q0 News in Arabic 

l‘r.7 a Hey Dad 

2 ::Jfl Tbe Midas Touch 

SM News in English 

2&20 Gabriels Fhe 

PRAYER TIMES 

•4:17 F*/*’ 

0534 (Sunrise) Duto 

HsZ2 Dbuhr 

!*.T7 ....... ..... *Aff 

' 17:10 Maghreb 

1&27 *!*■ 

LURCHES 

S*. Mary of Nazareth Church Swdfk* 
Tel. 810740 

AaanUks «T God Chert*, TeL 

632785- 

ISL Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
■Qurdi of the Anrwnrinfinn TeL 

*637440. 

.Dc la Safe Church Tel. 661757 
■ Tetrusautu Chan* Tel: 622366 
•'Chun* of the Annul lirtnu Tel. 


6Z354I. 

Aurika* drench TeL 625383. Td. 
628543. 

Annentan Cathoflc Church Td. 

771331. 

Anuwitin Ortfaodn Chun* TeL 

775261. 

Syrian Orthodox Church Tel. 771751. 
A mman tiiiwmH oirf Church Td. 
685326. 

Evmgdkal Lutheran Chun* Td: 

811295. 

The Obnrcb at Jeare Christ af Latter- 

Day Safes Td. 823824. 654832. 
Chun* uf Nuatu TeL 675691. 


Meteorology. 

Is will be doty and partly doudy to 
cloudy and scattered showers of rain 
are expected. Winds wiH be easterly 
moderate to fresh. In Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly fresh and seas cbop- 

py- 

Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 18/25 

Aqaba 22/33 

Deserts 16 / 27 

Jordan VaBey 20/34 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
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man 24, 

Am mini 

cent. 


be 33. Humidity rea ding s:- 
per cent. Aqaba 50 per 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. AdnanZughool 898140 

Dr.GfaalebZawaideta 736123 

Dr. Bassim OaddocmJ 646024 

Dr. Abdul Hadj Tayycm 620115 

Fires pharmacy 661912 

Ffetdows pharmacy 778336 

AiAicma p ha r ma cy ............. 637053 

Nahoufch pharmacy 623672 

AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisart pharmacy 637660 

DUUD: 

Dr. Ayman AbulHaija ( — ) 

Al Shares' pharmacy 275825 

ZAttQA: 

Dr.TkraqHijjawi (— ) 


Khafifeh pharmacy 965417 


Food Control Centre «... 

Oil Defence Department ...... 

Civil Defence tanedfaue 

Rescue. 

Civil Defence Emergency ...... 

Rocuc Mice ....,192.621111. 

Fire Brigade 

Blood Bank ................ 

Highway Police — 

Traffic Mice 

PrtfcScanky Department 

Hold Complaints ., — 

Price Comptamts .......... — .... 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 

Amman Municipality 

Comptamts 

Ihfcphone Information 


Overseas Gills 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repain — 

Abdai Telephone Repairs ..... 


Jordan Television 773111 

RadBo Jordan ... 774111 

Water Authority >...680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information' 08-53200 

Queen ASalntL Airport. 0863200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

HmaemMeiflGat Centre .... 
Khifidi Maternity, J. Anm . 
Akdeh Maternity, 3. Anm. . 
label Amman Maternity.... 
Mdbas,J. Amman .......... 

Palestine, Shmosani 

Shmeasam Hoqrital 

Univenity Hospital 

Ai-Muabcr Hospital — ... 

Tbe Istaqac, AbdaU 

AJ-AMi. Abdali 

haHan,AMrinIufr«en ...... 

AJ-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh ..... 

Army, Marka 

Queen Alta Hoqittal ........ 

Amri Hospital 


813813/32 


. 642441/2 
....642362 
.... 636140 
. 664171/4 
....669131 
845845 
. 667227/9 
666127/37 
. 664164/6 
. 777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 
602240/50 
_ 674155 


ZAXQA: 

ZaraaGovL Hospital (09)983323 

.ZunNiaionri Hospital .. (W90D56Q 

UnSma Hospital ({09)986732 

AHfiknu Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

mink . 

P ri ncess Bream Hospital - (02)275555- 
GrcekCatboSc Hospital (02)272275 
Hm Al Nafees Hospital..... (02)247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Hays Hospital .... (03)314111 


QUEEN ALU 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

Tt&atonaedoaissuppBcd bj jRoyaf 
Jorduma (RJ) ktformuioa depart- 
ment Mt the Queen ABm to e ma nor ia l 
Airport Td. (08)532033, where * 
rbooU eJwsys be aerified. . 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) FBgtita 
(Tarmlnal 1) 


*15 

9:15 
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Jordan, Sudan set $80 million 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
Sudan have agreed to. boost 
trade to a level of $80 million 
*nd~to DDdertake other steps 
that would boost economic 
cooperation in a number of 
fields. 

The agreement was con- 
tained in the minutes of deli- 
berations signed Sunday by the 
heads of the Jordanian and 
Sudanese teams which ; have 
been holding negotiations on 
trade and economic matters 
over the past few days in Am- 
man. 

The minutes, according to 
the Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, cover cooperation in the 
fields of transportation, joint, 
ventures, contracting and en- 
gineering consultancy opera- 
tions, exchange of visits by 
officials and experts and ex- 
change of Information on the 
part of the private sectors in 
the two countries. 

According to the mhmtes, 
Sudan and Jordan will ex- 
change products estimated at 
$80 million annually, to be 
divided eqnally between them. 
It said that $70 piilhon worth of 
products will be exchanged 
within regular trading transac- 
tions while $6 million will be 
allotted to the Sudanese and 
Jordanian trade centres in Am- 
man and Khartoum. Another 
$4 million will be earmarked 
for trade fairs which will be • 
organised in the two capitals to 
promote the sale of Jordanian 
and Sudanese national pro- 
ducts. 

The two sides agreed to 
launch joint ventures and 
announced that, a Jordanian 
delegation will ' shortly visit 
Sudan to explore the possibili- 
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Minister of Industry, Trade aod 
agreement (Petra photo) 

ties ' of cooperation between 
the two countries in the fields 
of agriculture, medicine and 
industry. Jordan agreed to 
offer technical training in. agri- 
cultural fields to Sudanese 
technicians and workers and 
will provide' Sudan with fruit 
tree-saplings and equipment 
for drip irrigation and plasti- 
culture, according to the state- 
ment. 

The statement added that 
Sudan will provide Jordan with 
its requirements of meat 
through arrangements to be 
conducted by specialised teams 
from the two countries. 

In addition, a group of 


Supply AH Abfd Ragheb and Us 


Jordanian contractors and en- 
gineering consultants will soon 
make a trip to Sudan to study 
prospects for cooperation in 
contracting and construction 
work, the two sides said. 

They added that a group of 
Jordanian businessmen will 
visit Khartoum in order to 
identify areas for prospective 
investments and for launching 
joint economic venture. 

The two sides, wfll exchange 
visits by experts, officials and 
others to promote bilateral 
cooperation particularly in 
trade and industry. 

Sudan also agreed to give 
facilities to Jordanian products 
to find their way to African 
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sign trade 


countries through Sudanese 
ports, the statement said. 

The minutes were signed by 
Minister of Industry, Trade 
and Supply Ali Abul Ragheb 
and the visiting Sudanese 
Minister of Trade. Coopera- 
tion and Supply Dr. Ibrahim 
Obeidallah. 

Following the signing cere- 
mony, Mr. Abul Ragheb ex- 
pressed hope that the agree- 
ment would promo te economic 
and trade ties between the 
Sudanese and Jordanian peo- 
ple. 

Later, the Sudanese delega- 
tion left for home and was seen 
off by Mr. Abul Ragheb and 
other officials. 


" health situation 
’ r k within the 

Mediterranean 
basin ’ 

.■ t AMMAN (J.T.) — A meetings. 

;■ by%,Wo^ldjg^th .Organise^ 

rr =£ C:rzz n tion.-*,- (WHOi)3regional ei 

- ‘ v MeditejrraneaiK Committee^ 
•re . *’.ri ±. which . ended last week in’” 1 

r -,yrz, Tunis, has. appealed to the 
, world community to offer 

_• "r- - ---- assistance to countries worst 
■ : - - • a ^ ecte 4 by the Gulf crisis and 

. ' ji “fged the WHO to conduct an 
' Z assessment of the health situa-. 

" ; ^ tion within the Mediterranean 
‘ _ re g*°°, particularly Jordan, - 

: ' 77” according to Health Minister 

* i; - ‘‘ = "* Mamdouh A1 AbbadL . . 

The committee also called 
; . ... . on **“5 WHO to coordinate 
. * matters with various agencies 

: operating in the region to raise 
necessary foods to offer, Jordan 
■ v " 7 assistance to deal with the con- 

- * * T ^ t sequences of the Gulf war, said 

" ■ the minister upon returning to 

* ’ V ^ Amman from the Toms meet- 

<“ - r ‘.'S.*, ing- 

’-'- A - i *7 4 The week-long meeting dis- 
■ JT-' cussed the situation in Iraq and 

. i- '-Ji' urged all WHO members and 
, ' - ' the United Nations to make 

. - :: arrangements enabling the Ira- 

; j - 2 qi people to acquire medicines 

and medical equipment. It also 
■ ■f. requested that health assist- 
'? " : [‘jjj ance be provided to the 
** Palestinian people in the occu- 

>■ : pied Arab lands, the minister 

: .- •-*£ *77.;: said. 

Dr. Abbadi, who led Jor- 
<v » ' f dan’s delegation, to the meet- 
ings attended by Arab health 
. . ministers, said that the partiri- 

pants discussed the general' 

^ health conditions in the Arab 

... area and expressed solidarity 

.0 * with Jordan in its drive to 
.-‘i’r 1 provide health services to the 

„ i influx of expatriates and other 

^ refugees flooding foe Kingdom 

V from Kuwait and the Gulf re- 


EC calls for confidence building measures 
to promote ‘right climate’ for proposed 
Middle East peace conference 


AMMAN (J.T.) On the eve of 
the arrival in Jordan by U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker, 
who is on his eighth tour of the 
ration to 'promote the Middle 
"East peace process, tfe>- European 
Community - (EC) office in Am- 
man mmed .a statement voicing.. 
niO s uppor t for the peace initia- 
tive. ' . 

The statement said drat the EC 
attaches great importance to 
confidence-buildnig measures de- 
signed to create the appropriate 
climate -for successful negotia- 
tions. 

Following is die press state- 
ment which was issued Sunday: 

The Community and its Mem- 
ber States reaffirm their full sup- 
port for the Middle East peace 
initiative promoted by the United 
States and the USSR. They wel- 
come die agreement in principle 
of all foe parties to the dispute to 
the approach proposed by the 


U.S. Secretary of State Mr. Bak- 
er. In this respect they also wel- 
come the positive attitude of the 
Palestine National Council. They 
hope that this emerging consen- 
/ sus w20 open the way to - an early 
* tieSatutKnrof the problem of ah 
< authentic Palestinian' representa- 
tion. They do not believe that any 
formula on. this issue can be held 
to prejudice negotiations on sub- 
stantive issues such as the status 
of Jerusalem. 

The Community and its Mem- 
ber States continue to attach im- 
portance to the adoption by both 
sides of confidence-buOdmg mea- 
sures designed to create the right 
donate for successful negotia- 
tions. They nndertme die import- 
ance they attach to a suspension 
of Israeli settlement activity in 
the Occupied Territories, includ- 
ing East Jerusalem, and welcome 
the willingness of Arab states to 


freeze the trade boycott of Israel 
in return for this. 

They reaffirm their strong dis- 
approval of the “Zionism is Rac- 
ism,” Resolution .passed by the 
*Um|ecl Nations .General Assent.. , 
■ bly wjbich they believe should be | 

‘•"'■consigned to obtivion. -tv 

™ While reaffirming their well- 
known positions of principle, the 
Community and its Member 
States confirm their determina- 
tion to give all possible support to’ 
efforts to convene a Middle East 
Peace Conference and their de- 
termination to play an active role 
as a full participant in such a 
Conference alongside the co- 
sponsors. 

They believe that an unpre- 
cedented opportunity to create 
peace between Israel and the’ 
Arabs now exists and they caH on 
all parties to show the flotibiiity 
and imagination necessary to 
• grasp this. 





HIGH LEVEL MEETING: Prime Minister Taber 
Masri Sunday received s * tM t a R C omm unications 
Minister Mnkhtar Kabe, wbo delivered to him a 
message fronts Senegali President Abdo Dioaf to 
His. Mqjesfy King Hussein. Mr. Masri and Mr. 


Kabe dhenssed ways at promotmg' cooperation 
between Jordan and Senegal in various fields. The 
Senegali n rin fa te r arrived in Amman earlier Sun- 
day and was received at the airport by Transport 
and C nmimmlpariniK Minister Ali Subetanat. 


7*WHAT’S GOING ON 


King congratulates Yemen 
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^ Art exMbbtion by Abdal Rauf Shamoun, KhaUd Jitees and 
Mohammad Hussein Abdnfiah at Abdul Hameed Shoamn 
Foundation Gallery (Open 10 ajn. tffl 5. p.m.) - 

«' * Coaqathensive book exfflihiofl at Yarmouk University. 

1 * Art exhihWon by Ira^ artists Ismael KhayyM, 
y AbdnOah, Kinder Mohmnd, AH Mandalawi, . KktXA w»h 

7 and ffiuat AH at Batedut Art GaBoy (located at the beeU» 

* • of Gardens Street from Safeway). 

^ fr Art exhibition by Harem A1 Bnsfani at Alia Art Gallery, 

p * Exhfljttionaf pafoth^s by Mohammad Aljaiousat the French 

Cultimd Centre. - 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Sunday sent a cable 
to Yemeni President Ali Abdul- 
lah Saleh congratulating him on 
the- 14th October Revolution 


Anniversary. The King wished 
President Ali continued good 
health and happiness and the 
Yemeni people farther progress 
and prospmty- 


5 , ☆ French film entitled “Les Cousins” at the French Cultural 
? • Cttfn — 8 pun. 

c i * Moort opera film eotitied “Die Bochzcft des Figaro” at 
J, Goethe OtefiWe — 7 p.m. 


Commercial office building lor rent Consists of 3 storeys, each 
of 400 square metres in area Two storeys are divided into two 
sections and the third one is undivided section; with a lift, central 
heating, and separate water and electricity meters. 

Ideal for targe companies and banks. Could be rented each floor 
separately or preferably as a whole. 

Location: Dahyat A1 Rabia over Al’Rabia Bakery, A1 Qabas 
Bookstore and Amra Supermarket 

for details please contact 
Al Qabas Bookstore, the same building, 
tel 676581 


King’s speech hailed as 
reaffirmation of Jordan’s 
commitment to Palestinians 


'AMMAN (Petra) — Jordanians 
from all walks of life Sunday 
voiced foil support for His Majes- 
ty King Hussein’s announcement 
about Jordan’s acceptance of the 
U.S. -peace initiative and. the 
general principles on which the 
peace process will be based. 

Interviews conducted by the 
Jordan’s News Agency, Petra, 
reflected full backing to the 
King's idea of joining the peace 
process in order to provide pro- 
tection for the Jordanian and 
Palestinian people for the present 
and the future, to put an end to 
the continuous drain on national 
resources and to provide support 
for the Palestinian people. 

The King’s nationwide address 
outlined Jordan's endeavours 
since 1967 to achieve peace based 
on justice and the implementa- 
tion of U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 242 said Senate mem- 


ber and former Prime Minister 
Bahjat Al Talbouni. 

“I -believe that the King’s ideas 
reflect the inner feelings of his 
people who yearn for peace and 
the restoration of Palestinian 
people’s rights.” Mr. Talhouni 
said. 

Head of the Constitutional 
Bloc at the Lower House of 
Parliament Thouqan A Hindawi 
said that the world OTder makes it 
incumbent on the Arab Nation to 
take into account the changes and 
the developments worldwide. 

Mr. Hindawi said that negotia- 
tions constitute an important 
weapon in confronting the enemy 
like battles in wars. The King's 
speech, he added, stressed the 
need for a settlement to be based 
on U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions 242 and 338 and the return of 
usurped Arab lands to their right- 
• fill owners. 


The coming negotiations will 
serve as an arena for a battle for 
peace and not for capitulation, 
said Parliament member Moham- 
mad Abn Alim. He said that the 
Arabs in general and Jordan in 
particular should seize the oppor- 
tunity to exert pressure on Israel 
to implement U.N. Security 
Connell resolutions. 

Refraining from participation, 
he added, means giving the 
Israelis the chance to bring in 
more immigrants and to further 
swallow Arab land. - . 

Latin Bishop in Amman Salim 
Al Sayegh came out strongly in 
favour of the King's announce- 
ment and said that the King's 
endeavours are dearly designed 
to help the Palestinian people. 
The peace process is aimed at 
regaining tbeir rights and can by 
no means be a capitulation or 


selling out of the legitimate Arab 
rights in Palestine, the bishop 
said. 

The heads of the Christian 
communities in Jordan, Bishop 
Sayegh added, support the di- 
alogue and reason and oppose the . 
use of force. They also support 
King Hussein's drive to regain' 
Arab rights by peaceful means. 

Economist Fahd Al Fanek said 
that the King's address was an 
embodiment of reason and objec- 
tivity and realism. Jordan is fac- 
ing new realities and new situa- ' 
tions and has no alternative but to 1 
interact with the developments 
and strive to achieve peace. 

He said that the Jordanian de- 
legation will not be negotiating 
for the Palestinians but rather on ’ 
matters that would ensure protec- 
tion of Jordan's national rights. - 


Country’s unemployment rate rises to 22.9 per cent 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The unemploy- 
ment rate has risen to 22.9 per 
cent of Jordan’s national work- 
force, according to official fi- 
gures, but economists and 
analysts believe that the actual 
figure, including those unreg- 
istered with the authorities, 
closer to 35 per cent. 

According to the latest 
quarterly report by the Depart- 
ment of Statistics, 120,000 of 
Jordan's 524,197-strong work- 
force are employed. 

About half of the unem- 
ployed are returnees from 
Kuwait and other Gulf states, 
according to the report, which 
adds that the Civil Service 
Commission — the authority in 
charge of government jobs — 
received 55,000 job applica- 
tion* between March and 
September this year. 

The report did not provide 
figures of jobs offered through 
foe commission, but in view of 


the government freeze on new 
jobs in foe public sector, the 
number of new dvil servants is 
believed to have gone up by 
less than 2,500 in 1991. No new 
jobs will be offered in the 
public sector this year and pro- 
visions for fresh government 
posts is expected to be very 
limited in the 1992 fiscal 
budget. 

Analysts noted that foe re- 
port from foe Department of 
Statistics does 'not include 
those who might not have 
approached any offidal body 
for employment, mdnding foe 
recruitment office of foe Minis- 
try of Labour, which channels 
applicants to private sector 
opportunities. 

The analysts estimate that 10 
per cent to 15 per cent of the 
unemployed are not registered 
with the authorities, and thus 
the actual joblessness rate in 
foe Kingdom could be doser to 
35 per cent. 

Preliminary stndies have 
found that over 40 per cent of 


foe 230,000 returnees from 
Kuwait and other Gulf states 
are below 15 years of age, thus 
not part of foe workforce. At 
foe same time, economists also 
point out, they have added 
demands on foe Kingdom’s in- 
frastructure and bade services. 

Close to 40 per cent of the 

13.000 expatriates who re- 
turned home between Aug. 10 
and Aug. 31 joined the- ranks ^ 
of foe unemployed, further 
underlining the pattern. 

Officials say that the number 
of returnees could be nearer to 

400.000 before foe end of the 
year as hardships and denial of 
employment in Kuwait take 
their toll on those who have 
opted to remain in the post- 
war emirate. 

The latest report found 

259.400 people (49.5 per cent 
of the total workforce) were 
employed in foe service and 
management sector, while foe 
industrial seetpr accounted for 

53.400 people (10.2* per cent of 
the workforce). 


According to United Nations 
experts who have been moni- 
toring foe influx and volun- 
teers helping foe returnees, 
most of the expatriates who 
have returned from Kuwait 
were holding low-paying jobs 
with little or almost no savings. 
Most of them are hopeful that 
they could receive compensa- 
tion as decided by the United 
Nations, which has set up a 
fund for war reparations for 
victims of foe Gulf crisis. 

“We estimate that 35 per 
cent of the returnees brought 
in very little liquidity with 
them,’* said an official of a 
voluntary body. “Most of them 
have to find immediate jobs to 
support their families." 

U.N. experts say that one of 
the solutions, which is being ' 
implemented by the Ministry 
of Labour, is limiting the num- 
ber of foreign workers in Jor- - 
dan, estimated to be between 
130.000 to 150,000. 
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THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT THE HASHEMITE MNGD0M0F JORDAN 

MINISTRY Of ELECTRICITY AND ENERGY HSIRY OF BERGT AMD UBAL RESUMES 

ELECniCVTY AUTHORITY JORDAN 

EGYPTIAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY/JORDAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 
ELECTRICAL INTERCONNECTION PROJECT BETWEEN EGYPT AND JORDAN 

ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR ISSUE OF TENDERS FOR OVERHEAD TRANSMISSION LINES 

Egyptian Electricity Authority and Jordan Electricity Authority declare that the Arab Republic of Egypt and the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan obtained a loan from the Arab Fund tor Economic and Social Development for financing of the Project for Interconnection of their 
electrical networks and Egyptian Electricity Authority and Jordan Electricity Authority intend to use part of this loan for financing of 
supply and installation of the following 500kv and 400 kv Overhead Transmission Lines:- 

1- The 500kv single Circuit Overhead Transmission Line of a total route length of about 280km from New Suez 500/220kv Substation to 
Taba 500/400kv Substation in Egypt. 

2- The 400kv Double Circuit Overhead Transmission Line of a total route length of about 10km from the eastern side of Aqaba Coast to 
Aqaba Thermal .Power Station in Jordan. 

For which this advertisement is made for the issuance of the Tender Documents which include three separate Tenders as follows: 

. 1- TENDER 2/90 including the following:- • 

A- Design, manufacture and delivery of Insulator Strings for each of the SOOkv Overhead Transmission Line with three conductors 
per phase and the 400kv Overhead Transmission Line with two conductors per phase. 

B- Design, manufacture and delivery of the necessary fittings for conductors and earthwires of the above Transmission fines. 

2- TENDER 3/90 , 

Design, manufacture and delivery of the phase conductors and the optical fiber earthwires for the 400kv Overhead Transmission 

Line. 

3- TENDER 4/90 . „ ^ 

A- Design, manufacture, testing and delivery of the steel towers for the above Transmission Lines in accordance with the Tender 
General conditions and the Technical specifications for each fine. 

&- Design, manufacture, Testing and delivery of the optical fibre earthwires for the 500kv Overhead Transmission Line in 
accordance with the Tender General Conditions and Technical Specifications for this line. 

C- Receiving of other materials needed for the complete erection of the above fines including the Insulator Strings, Conductors and 
their Rttings. 

D- Construction of the necessary Civil Works for. the two lines in accordance with the Technical Specifications and General 
Conditions of the issued Tender. , 

E- Erection of the complete Overhead Lines induefing installation of insulator strings and stringing of conductors and earthwires in 
accordance with the Technical Specifications and General Conditions of the issued Tender. 

Tenders 2/90 and 4/90 are to be submitted to each of Egyptian Electricity Authority and Jordan Electricity Authority and Tender 3/90 is to 
be submitted to Jordan Electricity Authority onty and each Tender is to be in two envelopes; one envelope for the Technical Offer and the 
othqr for the financial Offer and to be submitted at the same time. The Financial Offer should include a Bid Bond not less than 2 per cent 
of the total tender price. Submission of Tenders should be not later than 12 o'clock noon Cairo time and its equal time in Amman on 
26.01.1992. 

Tenderers can submit their offers for works in both Egypt and Jordan or in any of them only . or for ail the Tenders together or for any of 
them only. 

Tenders 2/90 and 4/90 can be obtained from the offices of Egyptian Electricity Authority or the offices of Jordan Electricity Authority, 
white Tender 3/90 can be obtained from the offices of Jordan Electricity Authority only. Tenders can be obtained starting from Saturday 
■ 19/10/1991 against a receipt for payment or an acceptable cheque tor value of US$500 for Tender 2/90, US$200 for Tender 3/90 and 
US$1000 for Tender 4/90 as follows: „ kl . , ^ .... 

1. For Egyptian Electricity Authority to their Account No. 14/90/4880 m Egyptian National Bank Main Branch and to accompany the 
cheque with a purchase order-original stamped and two copies in the name of the Engineer - General Manager of the Central 
Purchasing in the building of the Ministry of Electricity and Energy. 

2. For Jordan Electricity Authority by cash payment in its Head Quarters or a certified cheque m the name of Jordan Electricity Authority 
and submission of a purchase order accompanied by a copy of the receipt for payment The purchase order should dearty include 
the Bidder's name, his local agent and address, telex, fax and telephone number. 

In the Tenderer requires the Tender Documents to be sent to him by Mail the airmail cost wfil be added. 

Technical Offers for these Tenders will be opened (and th§ financial offers will remain unopened until the complete evaluation of the 
Technical offers) at 12 o'clock noon Cairo time and its equal time in Amman on 26/1/1992 in both Cairo and Amman. The Tenders: 
should be valid for 150 days from date of opening the Tenders. 

A pre-Tender meeting will be held in the Headquarters of Egyptian Electricity Authority at a time to be notified later to clarify all ' 
queries regarding these Tenders. 
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Siege mentality vs. 
peace 


Masri entitled to benefit 


Prime Minister Taber Masri k in the unenviable position of 
having to sue for peace on behalf of Jordan. It is admittedly an 
awesome responsibility that many “brave” statesm e n would 
rather s h un than shoulder, not only at tins difficult times but at 
any other time for that matter. Yet the prime minister is never left 
a moment of peace to carry out this mission and is constantly 
bombarded with hardships, both real and i m a g i n a r y, by one 
parliamentarian or another. 

It is axiomatic that it is infinitely easier and less brave to shy 
away bom waging peace with Israel, especially under unfavour- 
able conditions- Those of us who would rather opt for status quo 
under dm banner of “false nationalism” can afford to sit bade 
behind our desks or in our living rooms and theorise academically 
on whether Jordan should join the bandwagon of fledgling peace 
in the region. By and large such theoreticians have nothing to lose 
and everything to gain by staying aloof from the risky endeavour 
of trying to extricate something tangible from Israel under 
circumstances that admittedly are not favourable to the overall 
Arab cause. 


The prime minister, cm the other hand, has dared call Israel’s 
Muff by accept in g to engage it in serious negotiations to probe its 
true intentions and then allow the people of the country an 


opportunity to pronounce themselves cm the results of the many 
rounds of b argaining with, the enemy. I wonder how many 
Jordanian statesmen would dare assume tins awesome responsi- 
bility. Masri, therefore, is entitled to our benefit of the doubt if 
not our outright sympathy and support. Yet the Jordanian 
political scene is fast becoming hostile to the prime minister 
before be even has an op port uni ty to prove himsetf with. regard to 
die emotionally laden peace process. 

I say give the man a chance and pray for his success. The road 
before the cootry is arduous and tortuous and few of us would 
have the courage to explore it much less open it and pave it till the 
bitter end. ff tiK prime minister gambles on peace onbehalf of all 
of us rod loses , he would be burned up politically. Meanwhile , the 
rest of us would just sit tight and capitalise on his failure by saying 
“I told you so.” Yet it would be better to gamble on peace and 
lose rather than not hying at all and contHiue to stew in the juices 
of status quo that may offer nothing bat chronic misery and false 
hopes. 

Instead of proliferating premature pessimism, Jordanian poli- 
tical leaders bad bettor be advised to develop a wait ana see 
position till die entire peace exercise comes to fruition or declare 
its bankruptcy. At least by then we would have had the peace of 
mind and the dear consciousness of having tried and failed. 


Alongside such a posture I personally like the itfca of forinmg a 
gfr trtrwg pnvwminaiit. composed of all the oppoang parijamentary 
blocs, which can be expected to serve as a watdflfog over foe 
policy decisions of the incumbent government. Such an informal 
shadow government would be headed by the leaderof foe 
strongest parijamentary political party that sits on the o&cr side 
of the fence from the current government. Afl* members of die 
Parliament would have'a chance to have their say on foe peace 
process, at every juncture, by offering viable alternative and wise 


But meantime, the Cabinet of Taher Masri deserves every 
support it can muster tffl it is proven ^ wron&Ajl leading 
parliamentary leaders and their constiftuemaes are likewise caBed 
upon to reflect rationally on alternative courses that, the country 
can take vis-a-visthe U.S.-brokered peace process. Above afl, 
they can be to take .stock of the regional and international 

roer y* and act accordingly- Saloon fabricated pan a cea can -no 
irtngAT do an d the people of Jordan are "entitled to a sober - 
jHac MsmCT tnf what theg country can do to prdmote the ch an ces of 
a just jwiH durable peace in the region. The botto m lin e i s that 
status quo is no more tenable. The Arab masses are tired of status 
quo and are demanding a move; hopefully it is in the direction of a 
bettor future. 




-I 




Western aid for the Soviets still coming 


WHILE THE speech of His Malesty the King cm Saturday 
was directed mainly to the Jordanian people, it was also 
bound to be heard by other peoples and gimnneuls in this 
region, the Arab World and the intern n tfcma l cmaandbr at 
barge. The hndb fai particular should have seen In he 
King’s words a landmark declaration of Jordan’s unwaver- 
ing c ommitm ent to a negotiated peace setfleront and to 
lasting coexistence between oar tiro peoples after decades of 
war. bloodshed and haired. 

Alas, there are Ia-aelb who are neither interested to peace 
nor wflfing to hear the voice of reason. It was no coinchhnct 
there fo re that some state-controlled media orgmn in the 
Jewish state, most probably prodded by thdr I And 
leadership, chose to take excerpts out of context from the 
King’s speech only to beam to t h eir vi ew ers fcotafiy flsterted. 
Take for instance thorn c om me nts that Hh Majesty made 
shout the need to involve the international umasnl ty In the 
search for peace. WhBe some fcarffa chose to e mph a efa ctibe 
King’s s tat ement that it was no longer a conflict b et w een 
Ante and Israel bat a conflict b e twe en the i n ter nati onal 
community and Israel, the Israeli media generally ignored 
the Monnrch’s pofasted appeals for a mew era in regio n al 
relations. Needless to say, the Israeli media were only 
farther serving the carefahy orchestrated camp a i g n of the 
Israeli rffiit-v: ag leaders hi p to strengthen the siege m en t al 
: ity among the Israeli public. 

No twithstan ding the campriga of the extremists in Israel 
■ .to tell thdr people that thdr Arab neig hb ours arc not 
. genuine in thefr search for peace, ft a ho s d d he noted that the 
: King’s emphatic appeal to break new ground to the quest 
. far stability and security for everyone hi the region has come 
- : along with pohded references to the new realties which the 
people of the Middle East ham no choke hot to accept . • 

At the same time, the Israeli — or those who had fae 
; * opportunit y to hear foe Ktog hw^’feonld realise that 
; peace is a way of Iffe that Jordan has chosen to accept and 

■ .not a tactic or trick. 

H goes without saying that ff there has to be genuine peace 
; • baaed on fairness and Justice In this part of the world, the 
; ■ Israeli public has to asnune tbe leading role by recognising 

■ the spirit to which the King told Ids people that gwulne 
• 1 peace is some t hin g that concerns every aspect of not only 

; tfadr life bat dm that of fatare g en era t i ons. 

In the same vein, the Jordanian peepk have the respond- 
• bffity not to undermine the Increas i ng a ware nes s of the 
Israeli people that fair and jmst peace is what everyone to the 
region needs, and that being st ub bor n and h teMidgr at only 
serves to breed more tension and grader mistrust. Extrem- 
ist positions on dther aide of the fence have to he abandoned 
- and realism should be the grtfing force that riMMdd see ns 
through to the cherished goal of Justice, fahneas, peace, 
stability, se curi ty and coexistenc e. 


By Mark Fritz 

The Associated Press 

MOSCOW — The bite is back in 
the Moscow air, the days are 
getting darker sooner and the 
thoughts of pensioners naturally 
turn to tonight’s meal. 

With another hard winter hurt- 
ling toward the Soviet Union, 
planeloads of Western food also 
are on the- way. 

“What food?” asked Zinaida 
Suchkova, shaking an empty pap- 
er bag she brought out of an 
almost empty store on a crowded 
street in this crowded, cranky 
town. “I kero bearing about the 
Western food, but I never see it.” 

Mrs. Suchkova, 57, gets a 100- 
ruble pension each month, the 
amount a tourist receives upon 
changing S3 at the Moscow Air- 
port. Her deaf, disabled husband 
gets 132 rubles. 

Every kopeck goes to finance 
her perpetual shopping forays. 
There is no money left to replace 
the ratty brown coat she wears or 
buy the 250-ruble bible she 
wants. 

“For dinner Fm eating bread 
tonight” she aborted, drawing 
stares near the 'cabbage stand 
outride the state-run store. “The 
Communist Party gets it all.” 

Identifying the people who 
need relief rod surmounting the 
red tape that can tie it up or 
the co rr upti on that can divert it 
— are tasks facing myriad na- 
tions, relief agencies and chur- 
ches gearing up for die second. 
animal fced-the-Soviets drive. 

The European Community 
says it will contribute $2.4 MUzon 
in relief. The United States and 
other industrial nations are ready 
to follow suit. 

The Soviet Union puds at so 
many heartstrings these days 
that, last year, even poor India 
sent 26 tonnes of powdered milk, 
jam, instant soup, canned veget- 
ables and medical supplies. 

In die last 12 months, die 
Soviet Union received nearly 
310,000 tonnes of food, clothing 



and medical supplies, according 
to its own figures. 

About 265,000 tonnes' came 
from Germany, which keeps 
thanking the Kremlin for allow- 
ing its reunification. The United 
States sent 730 tonnes. The little 
island of Malta sent 39 kilog- 
rammes. 

“We expect even more this 
winter,” said Dr. Andrei Kis- 
selev, chairman of the Russian 
Foundation for Social and Health 
Assistance and a member of the 
World Health Organisation's 
Emergency Relief Board. 

Mr. Kisselev, who coordinates 
relief aid for the Russian Repub- 
lic, anticipates fewer amateur 
participants than last year, when 
saving the Soviets was very dric. 

“They wanted limousines, they 


wanted to meet the .big names,” 
he said. “They didn’t care where 
their aid went. They just warded 
to tell their friends.” 

Some governments believe the 
Soviets overstate their needs. 
There is plenty of food, but also 
much evidence that affordable 
essentials are increasingly beyond 
the reach of average households. 

Republics are reluctant to send 
products beyond their borders. 
Farms are reluctant to feed a 
state distribution system when 
they can profit more from the 
open market. 

People like Lubov Gonnarova, 
65, one of Russia's 26 million 
pensioners, say they can only shop 
in the state stores or borrow from 
relatives. 

“My pension would not last a 


in week in a. /private -market,” 'she- 


i, n Quafity is better iu private mar- 
kets, but common foods like 
tomatoes, cabbage and eggs can: 
cost 10 to 15 times , the price at a 
state store, when it has them. 

In July, Mr. Kisselev said, 108 
million erf the republic’s 148,7 
million people were living below 
a “poverty line" of 290 rubles a 
month. President Mikhail S. Gor- 
bachev is trying to seal economic 
agreements that would make sure 
republics distribute their food 
evenly.. 

Edward Madigan, the U.S. 
agriculture secretary, just com- 
pleted a week-long mission to see 
bow badly foe Soviet food pro- 
duction, processing and distribu- 
tion system is cnunbKng. 


Mr. .Madigan said be doesn't 
think there will be famine this 
.year, but he expects shortages of 
some essentials. 


Besides food, much of the 
humanitarian aid this winter will 
be medicine. The Soviet Union 
imported about half its phar- 
maceuticals- tracing partners in 
tim former cart Moc, which now 
demand hard currency. 


Americans, a medical relief 
agency, based in Stamford, 
Conn., delivered 1 million 
pounds of medicine last winter 
and said pains were taken to 
make sure it wasn’t just unloaded 
at the state bureaucracy. 

“That’s asking for trouble,” 
said Ty de Cordova, the agency’s 
director off Soviet relief. “Any- 


body who didn’t have anybody on 
rite had no way of knowing where* 

it went” 

He said Armenia, i : delivered 
its materials directly - to the repub- 
lics, and made spot inventory 
checks at hospitals and orphan- 
ages, “but what. I can’t do is 
watch every pill being swallowed. 

X can’t prevent a nurse from 
taking them home to her family." 

De Cordova said relieve groups 
learned from foe 1988 earthquake 
in Americans when some aid 
meant for the region wound up at 
a Moscow flea market 
Last year, a truckload of meat 
from Finland was stopped in a 
Soviet border tqwn, dkttpfied as 
“ptrisoued”and confiscated, Fin- 
nish media reported. 

Private U.S foundations flew 
60 tonnes of food and medicine to 
Moscow tins month and gave 25 
per cent to dty police in ret urn 
for help with distribution, said J. 
Rciff of Free Congress, one of 
the foundations. He said the - 
effort was organised hastily and , 7. 
the police were enlisted to smzfe 
time. ■ "v- 

An official of a Western relief 
agency, who insisted on anonym- 
ity, said. Soviet bureaucrats ~ 
threatened last year to fie up "J 
- medical ' shipmen ts in led ; tape Z 
unless they could. control fop ’de- “ 
tiveries. ' , *•; 

.™»Mr. Kisselev ssuS the' 1 vast ~ 
majority of shipments get ^ 
through, and insisted “diver- 
skms” In the Russian Republic r 
were few. De Cordova also gives __ 
the republics high 'marks. 

Interviews with half a dozen, 
elderly women who receive pen- 
sions revealed that only one got 
Western aid last year. 

Maria Rodinova, 67, received a 
package from Germany filled 
with jam, meat, fnrit % “even salt 
and sugar,” and something very 
unusual; tea “in little bags.” 

“We enjoyed it very much," 
said Mrs.Rotfinava, who is back 
to eating porridge and bread for 
dinner. “But it didn't last very 
long.” 
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- ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AL RAT daily Sunday described His Majesty King Hussein’s 
address to the national congress as brave rod comprehensive, 
placing all the facts before his people. There is no doubt that the 
King’s candid talk with the representatives of the Jordanian 
people as well as the leader’s determination to pursue shouldering 
responsibilities despite the numerous odds will encourage the 
Jordanian people to enhance their endeavours towards attaining 
their aspirations through peace rod stability that are bound to 
reign in the region, foe paper noted. The whole world wants 
peace rod the whole world realises that h is Israel which continues 
to reject peace based on international legitimacy, the paper 
pointed out. The sole basis for peace will be U.N. Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 338 which means exchanging land 
for peace and this is a concept not only for the Arabs but also for 
' the world community which backs a peaceful settlement, the 
paper added. The Arabs, as the King said, should not escape from 
• shouldering responsibility towards the coming generations and 

- should take a brave step to end the tragedy that had befallen the 

: Palestinian people, tbe paper continued. The paper said that 

; through national unity and wise policies, the Jordanian people can 

deal objectively with tbe challenges facing their country and 
safeguard Arab national interests. 

Israel’s latest illegal actions in Silwan, in the Jerusalem area, its 
continued provocations against the Palestinian people elsewhere 
and its leaders’ statements opposing tbe U.S. peace plan are 
obvious manifestations of tbe Jewish state's intention to derail 
■ U.S. Secretary of State James Baker’s fresh tour in the region, 
I said a columnist in A1 Ra’i daily Sunday. Mahmoud Rhaawi said 
I that the series of anti-peace actions committed by Israel came on 
" the eve of Mr. Baker’s tour which begins Sunday with a visit to 

- Egypt and which is designed to put the finishing touches to 
' arrangements for a peace parley. The writer said that Israel’s 

non-stop drive to build more and more settlements, especially in 
the city of Jerusalem and its suburbs, and its continued repressive 
7 measures against the Palestinians rod their intifada are dear signs 
of the Israeli government’s defiance of tbe world community rod 
U.N. Security Council resolutions. The writer said the responsi- 
bility for peace rod forcing Israel to comply with the requirements 
of international legitimacy now lies squarely with Washington and 
Moscow, the co-sponsors of the coming peace conference. He 
said that the United States is quite capable of exerting pressure 
worldwide and can do that on Israel if it is really interested in 
laying the foundation of a lasting peace and a new world order 
dominated by justice. 


Gulf states, unable to agree 
on security, look Westward 


By Ed Blanche • 

Tbe Associated Press 

NICOSIA — Tbe Gulf Arab 
states can’t agree on a collective 
security pact. Some, with 
feefings, are again looking to the 
West for protection. 

But the Western powers, slim- 
ming down their armed fiances 
following the end of tbe cold war,’ 
are reluctant to involve tbem- 
seives in tbe costly business of 
maintaining large numbers of 
troops in foe Gulf. 

And anyway, tbe dangers to 
the Gulfs ofl wealth have re- 
ceded. The Soviet and Iraqi 

threats have hwai rimrinfltwj anH 

in the short term at least, there 
are no other perceived external 
threats even if Saddam Hussein 
rises from the ashes. 

Nor do the United States and 
its allies want to stoke up Islamic 
and Arab resentment in the re- 
gion by mam taming large forces 
there. 

Most of the conservative Gulf 
monarchies, which sit atop 40 per 
cent of the world’s proven oil 
reserves, also are reluctant to 
ignite Islamic and nationalist ire. 

But in the absence erf a regional 
consensus on security, they don't 
want to be left exposed. 

“Despite all the high-tech’ 
weapons they’re scrambling to 
buy, tbe inescapable fact is that 
the Gulf states simply are inrap-' 


able of defending themselves,” 
said Veteran Midfoe East analyst 
Hans-Heino Kopietz. 

The 10-year defence pact with 
the United Stales that Kuwait 
signed last month underlined how 
Arab efforts to forge their own 
defence arrangement have crum- 
bled into disarray. 

Kuwait, constantly riwnwi^ 
President Saddam stOl has de- 
signs on the emirate, wants the 
Americans to maintain bases 
there. 

Washington is less than enthu- 
siastic. But it’s expected to sign 
■similar, largely symbolic, accords 
with the other Gulf states, Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab End- 
rates (UAE), Oman, Qatar and 
Bahrain. With Kuwait, they form 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCQ. 

Kuwait, its nrifitary still dis- 
organised and demoralised, plans 
farther defence pacts with B ritain 
and France, fire two main EuroJ 
pean allies in the U.S.-led coali- 
tion that liberated the emirate in 
February. 

French President Francois Mit- 
terrand last mouth signed a milit- 
axy cooperation accord with the 
UAE and said Para was ready for 
bilateral security arrangements 
with the other Gulf states. 

Tbe Gulf stales have never 
been able to produce a credible 
regional security agreement 
among themselves since they 


formed the GCC 11 years ago as a 
defence and economic alliance 
during the Izan-Iraq war. 

Despite the shockwaves of Au- 
gust 1990, they’re still pulHng in 
different directions. 

The Saudis are planning to 
spend billions of doflars cm high- 
tech weapons and are talking of 
tripling foe size of thdr armed 
forces. 

But there are even internal 
cGfiereaces in Saudi Arabia, the 
dominant' GCC power, about 
security structures. 

“The gov ernm ent is dearly di- 
vided about moving closer to the 
United States,” said Shahram 
Chubin of Geneva’s Graduate 
Institute for International 
Affairs. 

'The resignation last month of 
Prince Khaled, who commanded 
Arab forces during the war, is 
very odd and may reflect these 
di ffe ren ces.” 

The Saadis overcame their 
qualms about letting in foreign 
forces last year when they fetf. 
threatend by President Saddam. 

But last month, they blocked 
U.S. moves to deploy an air force 
fighter wing in. the Kingdom to 
cany out strikes against Iraq .if 
necessary for blocking UjL 
teams hunting President Sad 1 
dam’s weqwns of mass destruc- 
tion. 

That underlined how the 
Saufis have reverted to their pre- 


war policy of fence-sitting and 
meffifying Islamic sentiment. 

Riyadh also sought to avoid 
antagonising Iran, now the major,' 
power in. file region following 
Iraq’s defeat. 

Despite the recent rapproche- 
ment between Tehran and 
Riyadh, the Saudis remain deeply 
suspicious of Iran as it rebuDdsifi 
mflitaiy following the end of the 
war with Iraq in 15188.. 

But, short of a radical takeover 
in Tehran, Iran “will not be a 
military threat for some time to. 
oo me,” Mr. Kopietz noted. 
“They don’t have the air power 
yet for one tiling.” 

Tehran, which opposes any 
Western presence in foe Gulf, has 
denounced the Kuwait agreement 
with Washington. 

Iran insists that no Gulf secur- 
ity arrangement win work with- 
out it. And despite Saudi reluct- 
ance, “it. would be lunacy to 
exclude Iran” Mr. Chubin noted. 

Oman has proposed expanding 
the GCCs Saudi-based 10,000- 
man peninsular shield rapid de- 
ployment force into a 100,000- 
strong army. 

But the plan, tike others before 
it, fed apart because of differ- 
ences over cost-sharing and com- 
mand structures. 

So did -a move to align Egypt 1 
and Syria, key Arab components 
erf tbe wartime coalition, with the ■ 




Within a week of the war’s end, 
the eight countries announced 
that they were forming a joint 
nrifitary force. 

Egypt was to provide 35,000 


for $15 billion from the GCC 
states. But the Gulf states bad 
second thoughts *t«n+ 

to $5 billion. Egypt and Syria 
pulled out 


letters 


Balanced aid? 


To the Editor: 

Those embassies in Jordan winch from time to tiiw issue press 
releases about the aid given by their countries, to Jordan during 
tbe past forty years deserve oar tlumw ^ 

Ifowever, it would be better if those embassies, when they 
mention the said aid, could give similar details about the aid riven 
to Israel during the said period. ■ ■ 

S®* mfonnetiop would help in refining “allegations” that 
•donor-countries deal with different countries in double- 
stanaanls. 


George 
P.O.Box. ITNfir 
A nan— 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions, finm m 

readers on any subject they wish to 

pohfimtfau. however, should 

preferrahfy address as well. Names can be 







-y t 


Baker begins new Mideast shuttle 
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called the oecbpatk» of Arab 
booses in East Jerusalem die 
<fiah” the IsraeSt wanted to 
pve Mr. Baker to deadlock his 
nrarion and they are prep arin g 
other (fishes. > 

Ai Thawra asked: “What kind 
and colour these (fishes will be?” 
-“Israel is ready to create an 
access <rf pret e xts to ran away 
from the peace conference," the 
paper added. , 

- “Israel wants to gain -from the . 
fgo-p ea ce co nfer en ce negotiation 
what it could not gain inside it, 
since tfcw conference is m inter- 
national mwimiMii generated 
for peace contfitions rally,** it 
raid. 

." Another news p apei.Al Baath, 
***** Israeli leaders were playing 
for time in an wffiw t to gain 
excessive Arab concesstoos and 
Wackmail the United States and 
the zest of the world. 

Xibyan leader Mnammar 


Qadhafi Sunday recraved a letter 
from President Assad on the Mid- 
dle East peace efforts. 

- The Ubyan News Agency 
JANA said Syrian Vice-President 
Abdul HkHm yiiiMHain 
die letter to CoL Qadhafi! 

€ 

It said the letter covered “de- 
velopments on the Arab and in- 
ternational levels,” and the re- 
sults of Mr. Assad's meeting with 
“President Mubarak. It gave no 
other 

The Egyptian leader, has been 
frying tp convince CoL Qadhafi 
to temper Ms criticism of U.S. 
peace proposals since Syria 
agreed in July to attend the peace 
c on f er ence. 

CoL Qadhafi ended a two-day 
Writ to Egypt S a t ur day before 
Mr. Assad's azrivaL The Egyp- 
tian press said be drammed with 
Mr. Mubarak the Middle East 
peace process and attended bis 
sen’s wedding. 



Sharon visits settlers in Silwan 
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(Continued from page 1) 

hwashing soap. But a police 
spokeswoman said laboratory 
tests were incomplete. 

-Four of the six Arabs worked 
in' the hospital kitchen. The other 
two delivered food trays. 

. The radio said a seventh Arab, 
a caretaker, was detained on 
suspicion of setting fire to a card- 
board box under a fuse box near 
Ms. Cohen’s room. 

Ms. Cohen, opposed to U.S. 
efforts to convene an Arab-Israeli 
peace conference, was the best- 
known figure in the group of. 
about SO armed Jewish settlers 
.Who seized the bouses in Silwan 
Wednesday. 

"/ Tension has risen between 
Arabs and Jews in Israel and the 
peenpied territories as U.S. 
efforts to convene the peace con- 
ference near a climax. 


Police Minister Milo said on 
Sunday the government should 
bar more Arabs from the occu- 
pied territories from entering 
Israel after an attack on Friday in 
which two Israeli soldiers were 
killed . and 11 wounded. 

Last year Israel t e mporarily 
barred all- Palestinians from the 
occupied territories from entering 
Israel after three Jews were stab- 
bed to death in October.' 

However Mr. Milo, who is 
dose to Mr. Shamir, told repor- 
ters after the cabinet meeting he 
did not want to give such recogni- 
tion to the border that existed 
before 1967 — which Mr. Shamir 
says wifi never be restored. 

Meanwhile, the Israeli grou p 
Peace Now filed suit in the sup- 
reme court seeking to force Israel 
to stop building settlements in the 
Occupied West Bank and . Gaza 
Strip . (see page 2). 
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Reports conflict over Turkish push 
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fee- 

the Iraqi border to try to prevent 
PKK incursions. 1 
Turkey’s governing Mother- 
land Party is under fire for fafling 
to halt the guerrilla attacks. - 
Opposition parites used the issue 
against the government in their , 
campaigns fbr.lheOct. 20gqgfgal 
^etafSkras.^ , 

The guerrillas of t he Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) have^fceen 
fi ghting since 1984 to set up a 
separate Kurdish state in south- 
eastern Turkey. 


The rebels often infiltrate into 
Turkey from bases in northern 
Iraq. 

Massoad Barzam, the head of 
the KDP, and witnesses said that 
instead of rebels, the Turkish 
warplanes bit civilian villages in 

Iraq and caused, heavy losses to 
life and prop er ty. 

Iraqi Kurdish witnesses said 
:dnte civilians died and 15 were 
wounded during die air rinds. 

' r Ibe raids mark the second time 
in two months that Turkey has 
crossed into Iraq to smash bases 
of PKK camps. 
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But the smopth titdbr-tat re- 
leases appear to have foundered. 

In a videotape released Oct. 6. 
American hostage Terry Ander- 
son begged all parties not to fry to 
gain small advantages at each 
step of the process, but keep the 
goal of freedom for all para- 
mount. 

Mr. Anderson, chief Middle 
East correspondent, fpr the 
Associated Press, was grabbed, 
off a Beirut street Man* 16, 1985 
and is the longest held hostage. 

The Tehran Times (fid not say 
winch hostage might be released. 

. The newspaper last predicted 
that an American would go free 
after the Sept. 24 release of Brit- 


ish hostage Jackie Mann. But no 
further hostages came out. 

. The hostage-holders have said 
feat they wanted Israel to release 
more of the op to 300 prisoners it 
bolds in Khiam prison in Sooth 
Lebanon and elsewhere, includ- 
ing die imprisoned cleric Sheikh 
Abdul Karim Obeid, before moire 
western hostages went free. 

A senior pro-Iranian leader 
- said in Beirut Wednesday the fate 
of missing Israeli pilot Bon Arad 
was the main stumbling block to 
release of the hostages. Arad is 
the only missing Israeli known to 
have survived capture. 

There have been widespread 
reports since the release of the 
lari: three hostages that an Amer- 
ican would be next. 
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Arabs abroad — do they do enough 
for promoting national causes? 


By Pascal Karmy 

I had the opportunity to travel to 
the U.S. in 1990 and ip 1991. 1 
visited in particular New York, 
but I stayed about two months in 
California. 

During my stay in California I 
had the opp or tuni ty to meet 
many Palestinians, most of whom 
had immigrated to the U.S. in the 
1950s, 1960s and. 1970s. The 
reasons for their immigration 
were, basically the same: Israeli 
occupation and their physical ex- 
pulsion from their homeland 
Palestine. Some conk! no longer 
bear the oppression and inhuman 
treatment meted out to them by 
the Israelis while others had no 
longer the means of livelihood, 
having no more access to their 
own land. 

Notwithstanding their long stay 
in the U.S., the majority yearn 
for their return to their home- 


land, Palestine, for good or for at 
least a long visit. This prevalent 
feeling among Palestinians re- 
minded me of the yerse of the 
Arab poet Abu Tammam AJ Tai\ 
which goes (roughly translated) 
fike this: “No matter bow many 
homes a youth likes, he always 
yearns for bis first homeland.” 

Indeed, the love of one’s 
homeland is inherent in one’s 
soul. Thus many Palestinians 
whom I met had visited Palestine, 
particularly the village of their 
childhood. Some had already 
been destroyed by the Israelis; 
Emmans, Yaln and Beit Nabal. 
On their ruins Jewish settlements 
had been built. It behooves the 
Arabs as well as non-Arabs to 
remember that the destruction of 
thousands of Palestinian villages 
or the confiscation of their lands 
by die Israelis , for the benefit of 
Jewish immigrants, have dis- 
placed Palestinians from their 


homes. These fects refute Israeli 
and Jewish allegations that the 
Jewish immig ration to Palestine 
has not displaced Palestinians. 

It goes without saying that all 
Palestinians in die U.S. support 
the Palestinian cause, but, in my 
opinion, they do not take enough 
concrete actions. 

Their support must be more 
efficient financially. They should 
emulate the example of the 
American Jews who contribute 
enormous sums to Israel. 

It is true that they and other 
Arabs hold meeting every now 
and then in dubs and conventions 
and contribute to needy Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territories, 
but that is nothing in comparison 
to Ame rican Jewish contributions 
to Israel and the Israelis. 
Moreover, they do not seem to 
form a very dose-knit group, 
pfobably because of their pre- 
occupation with business. They 


do attend social events celebrated 
by their compatriots, bat stronger 
solidarity is required. 

Palestinians m particular and 
Arabs in general have no power- 
ful newspapers or magazines to 
make their voice beard in Con- 
gress and the White House. They 
must create a lobby in Congress 
similar to the Jewish AIPAC. 
Although the Arabs have formed 
three or four organisations, they 
are not yet strong or influential 
enough to counteract AIPACs 
actions in support of Israel which 
are prejudicial to the Arabs. 

I have seen and read in Califor- 
nia two newspapers published in 
Arabic, bat unfortunately many 
of the Arab and Pales tinian im- 
migrants do not read or write 
Arabic or have almost forgotten 
it while their children and grand- 
children do not know good Ara- 
bic at all although they may speak 
the slang Arabic incorrectly. In 
tins connection 1 observed the 


lack of schools to teach Arabic to 
the children of Arab immigrants. 
But whole I was in Garden Grove 
and Anaheim (CA) I was told 
that there was a sheikh who 
taught Arabic! and especially the 
Koran, to the Arabs, I do not 
think this is enough. In my opin- 
ion, regular evening classes 
should be opened to teach Arabic 
and Arab history, including that 
of Palestine. I have watched m 
CA an Arabic television channel 
which broadcasts news once a 
week, mostly social events which 
take [dace in the Arab commun- 
ity and advertisements. It does 
not seem that Palestinian or Arab 
mflUoonaiies care for establishing 
efficient and strong television 
networks to counteract the Jew- 
ish media and defend Arab 


causes. 

The Arabs, especially the re- 
cent immigrants, normally adhere 
to jyab customs and traditions, 
particularly during social events 
such as betrothal and marriage 
ceremonies. The Arabs, being 
known for their hospitality, serve 
their invitees “mansaf” and offer 
them delicious homemade sweets 
such as "baklawa” and “knafa” 
and Turkish coffee. I have 
observed boweveT that youth of 
Arab immigrants imitate repre- 
hensible soda] and living habits 
of some American youth. 
Nonetheless, on the whole, the 
immigrants' children are well 
brought np, ambitious and stu- 
dious and many even surpass the 
American youth. 


The writer practised law in Palestine up until the British mandate 
in 1948. He subsequently served as a legal adviser to UNRWA in 
Beirut and Vienna. He contributed this article to the Jordan 
Tunes. 


Algeria’s democratic experiment struggles to take off 


By John Baggaley 

Renter 

ALGIERS — The strident slo- 
gans of Muslim fundamentalists 
have faded from the Mediterra- 
nean seafront of the Algerian 
capital. 

But inside parliament a war of 
wills is producing its own threat “ 
to an experiment in democracy 
for this North African country of 
25 million people. 

The immediate cause of con- 
cern is a row between govern- 
ment and parliament over rales' 
for the next general election. 

Newspapers and radio com- 
mentaries warn of constitutional 
crisis and a growing disiBina tm- 
ment among ordinary citizens 
straggling with inflation, shor- 
tages and lack of jobs. 

And the fundamentalists, who 
appeal most easily to those with 
little hope, are quietly re- 
grouping. 

Their leaders are still held by 
tiie military after dashes last June 
but a spirt which followed the 
arrests appears to be healed.^. 
Their demands for an Islamic 


members of the only legal party, 
the National Liberation Front 
(FLN ), has seen sweeping re- 
forms which have allowed other 
parties to take the political stage. 

Riots provoked by poverty in 
October 1988 were the catalyst 
for changes, which legalised the 
FIS. and brought dashes last 
June — sparked by a belief that 
the FLN was trying to fix prom- 
ises parliamentary elections. 

For months now, pressure has 
been growing for the elections to 
be held, to give the people real 
choice for the first time. 

But for many Algerians, FLN 
deputies appear unwilling to face 
an open challenge at the polls and 
perhaps relinquish the power 
they held for so long. 

Accustomed to secrecy, man- 
oeuvres and intrigue bora of ne- 
cessity during the war for free- 
dom from France, “the same men 
turn to the same methods,” said 
tfafe monthly journal L’avenzr, 
mouthpiece of one of the opposi- 
tion parties. 

“These habits ... can today 
destroy the most audacious 
democratic experiment underway - 
in the southern heiqisp4 c JS> it. 


state remain as forceful. _ 

“The pant is aWakening and'* added.” 
showing it is a force to be reck- One citizen, in a straw poll on 


oned with,” a Western diplomat 
said after a weekend rally by 
45,000 militants of the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS). 

Algeria, after being ruled rigid- 
ly for nearly three decades by 


Algiers Radio, put it more simp- 
ly. “They want to prolong their 
mandate to the maximum.” 

The FLN, while still the only 
voice in parliament, passed elec- 
tion laws seen as blatant delaying 


tactics ahead of the first par- 
liamentary election under a mul- 
ti-party system. 

It brought instant cries of foul 
from the opposition. The FIS 
took td the streets to object and 
in dashes with security forces last 
June 55 people died violently. 

The poll was postponed and a 
new government brought in, de- 
termined to dean up the voting 
rules. 

The new prime minister. 
Sidahmad Ghozali, promised 
“dean and fair" elections this 
year. Mr. Ghozali, a shrewd 
politician, spent days seeking 
consensus with 40 political par- 
ties. 

It was after going to parliament 
last month that his plans ran into 
trouble. Parliament has now de- 
layed a vote three times, coun- 
tered with its own ideas, and 
spread suspiaon through the poli- 
tically literate about its willing- 
ness to play fair. 

"It’s not a crisis yet, ft's an 
impasse. Bat it will be a crisis if 
Ghozali goes,” said one diplomat 
after the tiBfo.postjx»eiiieat of the 
* vote/ now - due . next $Uir>day . 

depend .oa hqw K far the,A 
"FLN is prepared to posh it. Are^j 1 
they prepared to bring the gov- 
ernment down? It looks as 
though they could be.” 

The row focuses on the number 
of seats in a new parliament, on 
proxy voting — seen by many as 
wide open to cheating, especially 


by fundamentalists — on consti- 
tuency boundaries and the sys- 
tem for independents to stand for 
election. 

The old boundaries passed by 
the FLN gave some areas with 
lower populations, where the 
FLN was strong, more seats than 
big population centres where the 
FIS could expect to win. 

The FIS. well organised, swept 
home in more than 50 per cent of 
the local authorities during local 
elections — the first multi-party 
poll in post-independent Algeria. 


. Its victory frightened not only 
many Algerians, but also neigh- 
bouring Morocco and Tunis, as 
well as causing disqueit in France 
with its large North African im- 
migrant population. 

Brainchild of President Chadli 
Benjedid, the reforms gave' birth 
to a plethora of parties — ' 53 at 
the last count. 

The FLN ahd FIS dominate the 
field, followed by around eight 
other parlies such as the Sodafist 
Forces (FFS) of veteran inde- 


pendence 

Ahmad. 


fighter Hocine Ait 


Mr. Ghozali, denying any real 
clash with parliament but saying 
the government had to imple- 
ment any decision the deputies 
took, spoke more bluntly at the 
weekend. 

“Our country is in danger. Our 
economy threatened with rain. 
Our compatriots are bewildered. 
Our problems are many and com- 
plex, affecting the population in 
daily life,” he said. 


\t.S 



The Jordanian Society 
For The Control Of 
Environmental Pollution 


Friedrich-Naumann 

Foundation 


INVITATION 

To all members and interested parties on the occasion of 

“ARAB ENVIRONMENTAL DAY” 



and 

“OPENING OF NEW 


99 


On October 14, 1991, between 18:00 — 20:00 hrs.at the society's new' 
location in Shmeisani, Abdulhameed Badees Street, No. 67, near Arab 

Potash Company. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKMG, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AHD. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWARASONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 




Many _vi Has and apartments} 
are available for rant and 
sale - furnished or unfuH 
■Dished. 

Also marry lols of'land aref 
available for sale.' 

For further details, pipatoj 

lAbdovn Re all 


|TsL 810605, 811 
■ til 


Distinctive 

Villas Apartments Flats 
In royal west amman 


til 


“R* 


Just.eaH NIDAL 

693037 



WMANl. 

The first t best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Mai Amman, near 
' Ahliyyah Girls School 

| 'Open daiiyl 2 : 00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

6 : 30 ~Midnight 

nt&nm 





r CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbtquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12 : 00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

i 6 : 30 -Midnight > 


STUDIOHAIG 

Professional^ Quality in 
1 Hour Servicb 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get> 

• JUMBO phot 0 
30 % largmr 

From •olara#- 

20 x 30 


Shmeisani - Opp. Qrimflays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 
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[mandarin RESTAURANT I 

Sf&adal Otinese Foods 
Skifled Grins se Chefs 

|t»m 0303-30 a &CP -11 JO difr| 

Take a wa y b available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hote l 

[TaL Hite, Amman 

face Tested 






1 LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


OD 




CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air, Sea and Land 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


I The First Class Hotel in | 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room.J 


IIAKUTEL 

,US)|l|ls 


Amman - Tel 6681 93 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 





o-*6P; 

The Regency Pakxx Hotel 
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LOUNGE 



DAILY BUSINESSMAN'S LUNCH 


The Philo deiphta 




For Res. CaH 663100 Ext 1X3. 


Soup of the Day 
Salad Bar 

Grilled Filet Mignon 
with potatoes and vegetables 
Dessert . Coffee Or Tea 

Price: J.D KjOOO 
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Edberg wins Tokyo finals 




TOKYO (AP) — Stefan Edberg 
fought off another barrage of 
service aces Sunday to win Ins 
third tournament in a row, beat- 
ing giant-killer Derrick Rostagno 
6-3, 1-6, 6-2 in the final of the $1 
million Seiko Super Tennis 
Tournament. 

Rostagno, who readied the fin- 
al by beating Boris Becker of 
Germany and Ivan Lendl of 
Czechoslovakia, slammed in 12 
aces against one by Edberg, the 
world's No. 1 -ranked player. 

.But a couple of volley errors 
when be was serving at 2-3 in the 
deciding set ended his streak. 
Edberg thus added the Seiko title 
to his triumph last week in the 
Australian Indoor Open and his 
U.S. Open Championship in ear- 
ly September. 

On Saturday, Goran Ivanisevic 
of Yugoslavia bombarded Edberg 


with 21 aces before the Swede 
prevailed 4-6, 76 (7-2). 7-5. 

Against No. 7-seeded Rostag- 
no of die United States, Edberg 
broke service in the fourth game 
after three deuces, was broken 
himself on a double fault, and 
then broke again in the sixth 
game after two deuces. 

Rostagno started the second 
set with three aces in the first 
game, and broke Edberg in the 
fourth and sixth games. 

He fired another three aces m 
the deciding set’s fourth game. 
But in the sixth, *‘I made a couple 
of errors on volleys that cost me 
the match.” 

He was leading 30-15 on two 
service aces, but at deuce he hit a 
volley long and then netted 
another. 

Edberg broke again in the 
eighth game to wrap up the 96- 




An Library player takes a shot while two Volvo d 

protect their goal and the referee looks oa daring a mids 
game Friday. 


Soccer matches held Friday, OdL 11, 1991. 


Pirelli 

(0) 

Vita 


(0) 

Philadelphia 

(2) 

Marriott 


0) 

JUNIORS 

UPS 

(5) 

Soudani 


0) 

Aqaba Shipping 

(0) 

GEMT 


(i{ 

Union Bank 

(0) 

AJ Hikma 


(0) 

Pcxboro 

f5) 

Epson 


(1) 

MIDS 

fctiklal 

(1) 

Volvo 


(2) 

(5) 

Delta 

(2) 

Trainee 


AICI 

(4) 

Comcent 


(1) 

SENIORS 
bit. Traders 

(5) 

Lots 


. (?) 

Nash /EBB 

(0 

Chili House 


(0) 
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STANDINGS 



TOTS 

W 

D L 

GF-GA 

PT 

Marriott 

2 

1 1 

« 

5 

Pirelli 

2 

1 1 

6-2 

5 

Vita 

1 

1 2 

2-3 

3 

Philadelphia 

1 

1 2 

2-6 

3 

JUNIORS 

Foxboro 

4 

0 1 

13-4 

8 

Aqaba Shipping 

3 

3 

0 1 
0 2 

5-3 

8-3 

6 

6 

Union Bank 

2 

2 1 

2-1 

6 

GEMT 

3 

1 1 

64 

7 

A1 Hikma 

1 

2 2 

4-5 

4 

Epson 

1 

l 3 

5-9 

3 

Soodani 

0 

0 5 

4-20 

0 

MIDS 

Trainee 

4 

0 0 

20-5 

8 

AICI 

3 

0 1 

13-7 

6 

Volvo 

3 

0 I 

5-7 

4 

Delta 

| 

0 3 

8-10 

2 

Cotncem 

1 

0 3 

S-7 

2 

Lstiklal 

0 

0 4 

2-11 

0 

SENIORS 

Lois 

2 

1 1 

13-11 

5 

Chili House 

2 

1 1 

7-6 

5 

lot. Traders 

2 

0 2 

14-12 

4 

Nash / EBB 

1 

0 3 

3-9 

2 

GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HJRSCH 
01991 Tram mbm sown. Me. 


FOIL THE HOLDUP 


Both vulnerable. South Hpnfa 
NORTH 

• 9 62 
7A74 

V K J 9 5 2 

* 7 3 

WEST EAST 

* Q J 10 8 5 *74 

^ J 10 8 V Q 9 3 2 

0 7 0 A 10 8 6 

4J986 * Q 10 4 

SOUTH 

♦ A K 3 
T K 6 5 
0Q4 3 
*AE52 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 + Pass 1*0 Pass 

2 NT Pass 3 NT Pass 

Pan Pass 

Opening lead; Queen of 4 
Like all generalities, bridge ru- 
brics are grounded on sound advice. 
But each hand presents its own in- 
dividual problems, and bromides are 
no substitute for logic. 

The auction was simple enough. 
South's jump rebid of two no trump 
showed a balanced 19-20 points, and 
North looked no Anther than the 
no-trump game. 

The top of the spade sequence 
was* West’s normal lead. Since de- 
clarer did not relish a shift to anoth- 
er soil with the opponents already a 
trick ahead, he won the first trick. 


Remembering the adage that one 
“should lead up to high cards," de- 
clarer produced a low diamond to 
the jack. 

East held up the ace. then fol- 
lowed with a low diamond when de- 
clarer continued the suit from 
dummy. West’s discard on the sec- 
ond round of diamonds proved to be 
a mortal blow, for declarer had only 
eight tricks. The defenders made no 
mistake in their discarding, so the 
result was one down. 

Declarer’s play was correct if four 

diamond tricks ware required; but 

with six top tricks, three from the 

suit were aft that were needed for 
the game. If the defenders were not 
permitted to bold op one of their 
winners, the contract was always 
safe. 

At the second trick declarer 
should have kd the queen of dia- 
monds. East must hold up, so de- 
clarer perseveres with a second 
diamond. If West follows, an honor 
is played and aD iB welL As the cards 
he. West shows out, so declarer in- 
serts the nine and East cannot re- 
fuse the tridr for then declarer wiD 
take four tricks in the suit. Now 
declarer can win the spade continu- 
ation and lead another diamond to 
force out the ace. With the ace of 
hearts still in dummy as an entry, 
declarer cannot be stopped from 
scoring three diamond tricks mid 
the contract 


minute match on the artificial 
court of the Tokyo Metropolitan 
Gymnasium. 

Edberg received S 122,700 for 
his sixth victory of the season, 
bringing Iris total winnings this 
year to 11,617,105. Rostagno 
pocketed $66,000. 

‘1 think the U.S. Open did a 
lot for my confidence, really be- 
lieving in myself,” Edberg said. 
“I played great tennis and just 
kept playing good tennis and very 
solid tennis.” 

He added that he also was 
having “a little bit of luck,” 

Rostagno said of his week: “I 
really shouldn’t complain.” 

Against Edberg, he said, be 
was not completely comfortable 
at first, taking a while to warm 
up. 

“Then from the end of the first 
set through the whole second set. 


I was getting things together and 
felt very, very good,” he said. 

Rostagno beat the second- 
seeded Becker 76, 64, 6-3 in the 
quarterfinals Friday and ousted 
the third-seeded Lendl 76, 6-2 m 
the semifinals Saturday. 

Edberg reached the finals by 
beating American David Pate 6- 
2, 64, Frederic Fontang of 
France 6-2, 7-5, dghtb-seeded 
Michael Chang of the United 
States 6-2, 6-2 and sixth-seeded 
Ivanisevic 64, 76, 7-5. 

The unseeded pair of Jim 
Grabb am! Richey Renebcig de- 
feated top-seeded fellow Amer- 
icans Scott Davis and David Pate 
7-5, 26, 76 (7-3) for the men’s 
doubles title. 

The winning team received 
$49,770 and the runner-up team 
$26,730. 


Soviet Union and Italy 
fight to scoreless draw 


MOSCOW (AP) — Gianlirigj 
Lentini put a shot over the cross- 
bar in the 43rd minute and Rug- 
giero Rizzitelli hit the right post 
in the 59th, but Italy had to settle 
for a 0-0 draw with the Soviet 
Union in a European Cham- 
pionship qualifying match. 

The 92,000 in central Lenin 
Stadium saw the Soviets, leaders 
of Group 3, miss a chance to 
clinch a berth for next summer’s 
European Championship finals. 
The Italians, on the other hand, 
kept alive their slim hopes to 
read] the eight-team quadrennial 
tournament. 

The Soviets missed their best 
chance to score in the 36th mi- 
nute, when Andrei Chernyshev 
took a perfect feed from Alexei 


MUchailichenko but Italian goal- 
keeper Walter Zenga smothered 
the shot. 

The Soviets, which lead the 
group with a 4-0-3 record and 11 
points, has one game remaining, 
at Cyprus on Nov. 13. Of the two 
terms that remain hi contention, 
Norway and Italy — with seven 
points each, both have two games 
remaining. Both of Italy’s re- 
maining matches are at home, 
against Norway on Nov. 13 and 
Cyprus on Dec. 21. 

The last part of the second half 
was played in a fog, which thick- 
ened through to the final whistle. 
The match was played in 6 de- 
grees Celsius (43 Fahrenheit) 
weather. 


French pilot burnt 
in Egyptian rally crash 


CAIRO (AP) — The French 
pilot of the official Citroen Team 
participating in the Rally of the 
Pharaohs was seriously burnt in a 
crash and has been evacuated to 
Paris, an official said Sunday. 

Jean Pi ere Bufeur of the Rally 
of the Pharaohs identified the 
pilot as 40-year-old Christian 
Tarin, a Frendunan who lives in 
Belgium. 

PCs co-driver, Jadde Ida, 45 
of Belgium, was not injured in 
the crash which happened Satur- 


day near the southern Egyptian 
city of Aswan. 

“The car crashed and burnt, 40 
kilometres from the finishing line 
of Aswan,” said Bufeur. “Ida is 
safe but Tarin was seriously burnt 
and was evacuated by helicopter 
to Aswan Hospital and then 
evacuated by plane to Paris.” 

This is the second accident this 
year in the Rally. On Oct. 7, the 
second day of die race, 51-year- 
old Frendunan Fabrice Leronx 
was killed. 


Morley Street svins 
Breeders’ Cup Steeplechase 


FAIR HILL, Maryland (R) — 
Morley Street won die 5250,000 
Breeders' Cup Steeplechase for 
the second successive year under 
jockey Jimmy Frost Saturday 
finishing nearly 10 lengths ahead 
of his nearest pursuer. Declare 
Your Wish. 

The seven-year-old Irish-bred 
gelding by Deep Run completed 
die 19-fence Fair Hill course in 
five minutes 103 seconds. Third 
place went to Cheering News, 15 
lengths behind Declare Your 
Wish. 

Morley Street enjoyed a com- 
fortable run, settling into sixth 
place early in the 12-horse field, - 


as Yaw led the way. Moonstruck, 
coupled in the wagering with 
Cheering News, opened up a 
four-length lead after the seventh 
fence and kept his position until 
die 12th jump when Yaw re- 
gained the lead. 

Frost bided his time on Morley 
Street, running fourth most of the 
way, and began his move with 
two fences left. Morley Street' 
then surged ahead, striding out 
under mild urging. 

“I got too good a start and be 
was too keen, so I had to keep 
taking him back,” Frost said. *If 
he’s getting too dose to the front, 
he thinks it’s time to go. 


Braves belt Pirates 10-3 
to take NL playoff lead 

ATLANTA (R) — The Atlanta Braves gave their success starved 
fens plenty to cheer about on Saturday as they pelted die 
Pittsburgh Pirates 10-3 to take a two games to one lead in the 
National League Championship Series. 

Atlanta, lifted by late-blooming catcher Greg Olson, scored 
four runs in the first inning on their way to die rout. 

The first Braves playoff win ever in Aflanta came before 49,874 
chanting, T omaha wk wielding fens at Adanta-Fnlton County 
Stadium in an atmosphere closer to a U.S. college football game 
or Brazilian soccer match than to baseball. 

The Braves had lost their three previous playoff games datin g 
back to 1969. 

The teams meet again here on Sunday and Monday before 
returning to Pittsburgh on Wednesday, if necessary. 

Greg Olson, a 31-year-old catcher who spent eight years in the 
minor leagues, led Atlanta with a two-run homer that capped a 
four-uni first inning rally. Olson also singled and stole, a base to 
ignite another two-out rally in the third. 

“We hit the ball really well here at Adanta-Fulfon County 
Stadium,” Olson, in his second season in the majors. “With 
.this crowd, we can do nothing but hit” 

Staked to a 16 lead ou Orlando Merced’s leadoff homer, 
Pittsburgh starter John Smiley, a 20-game winner during the 
regular season, retired the fust two batters before the Braves 
erupted. 

Consecutive doubles by Ron Gant, Dave Justice and Brian 
Hunter made it 2-1. Olson then Masted a towering home ran to 
left for a 4-2 lead. 

Atlanta added runs in both the second ami third irramgs after 
two were out and nobody on.' In the second, Terry Pendleton 
doubled borne Lonnie Smith. Shortstop Rafael Beltiard singled 
home Olson in the thud. 

Pittsburgh dosed to 6-3 in the seventh after a home ran by Jay 
Bell, but the Braves answered with a solo borne ran from Gant in 
the seventh and a three-nm shot by former Pirate Sid Bream in 
the eighth to seal the victory. 

The Pirates got runners on base in all but one inning off winner 
John Smoltz but failed to capitalise. Pittsburgh left a total of 11 
runners on base. 

Reliever Alejandro Pena escaped a bases loaded one-out jam in 
the eighth and finished for his second save of the series. 

.Smiley lasted jnst two innings allowing five hits and five runs. 
He was followed by a quartet of relievers with only one. Bob 
Patterson, not yielding a ran. 

"We got beat up pretty good today, "said Pittsburgh manager 
Jim Ley land. “We didn’t look tike a championship team. But it’s 
just one game. If we win tomorrow it will be 2-2.” 

Twins beat Blue Jays, close 
in on World Series berth 

TORONTO (R) — The Minnesota Twins moved to within one 
victory of reaching die World Series by thumping the Toronto 
Blue Jays 9-3 on Saturday to take a three games to one lead in dm 
American League Championship Series. 

The twins used a 13-hit attack and die dependable pitching of 
verteran Jack Morris to win their second successive game at 
Toronto’s Skydome and pot die Bine Jays on the brink of 
damnation in the best-of-seven series... 

Leading Minnesota with three hits each were Kirby Puckett, 
who bashed a homer to centre, and Dan Gladden, who drove in 
tiiree. Friday's hero Mike Pagharuk) drove in two runs with a pair 
of hits and made a diving catch at third to save a ran. 

A four-run outburst in the fourth inning, as the Twins batted 
around, provided all the cushion needed by Motto, who also won 
the series opener. 

Tbe Blue Jays must win on Sunday to stay alive. Minnesota will 
start game two loser Kevin Tap&di against , Tpm Candfotti, the 
: opening- -game loser: ' 

■ ' -The Twins totally outplayed the Ikklusbe-dfueJays, bitting in 
the clutch, tunning the bases a§ fcre grively' and playing solid 
defence. 

Morris went eight innmgs before giving way to retiever Steve. 
Bedrosian, who surrendered Toronto’s third rah. 

The starter and loser for Toronto was Todd Stottlemyre, who 
did not survive the fourth inning. 

With Toronto leading 16, Minnesota exploded in tbe fourth. 
Puckett led off with a homer to tic the score. Orifi Davis doubled 
and after Brian Harper bounched out, Shane Made walked. 

Pagtiarnlo singled to score Davis arid pot Mack on third. 
Stotdiemyre hit Greg Gagne with a pitch to load the bases before 
Gladden singled to score Mack and Pagtiarnlo. 

Minnesota added two runs in the sixth on doubles by Harper 
and Pagtiarnlo and a single by Gladden. They added unearned 
runs in the seventh and eighth and another ran in the ninth. 

Toronto manager Cito Gaston, one defeat from efimination, 
said he would follow Camfiotti with game two winner Juan 
Guzman. 

*Tm not too happy now, but-Fm still planning on winning die 
series,” Gaston said. “It will be Guzman in Game Six.” 


f \F SHE ASKS ME TO 
SPELL "MISSISSIPPI/ 
v I'M IN TROUBLE.. > 






Mutt‘n’Jeff 


MUTT. I JUST 
MADE A GREAT 
DISCOVER*// 
BV ACCIDENT^ 



SOU KNOW HOW \ ( 
IKE NEWTON S 
Dl5C0VSRED6RM/rrV 
WHEN THE APPLE/ 
FELL ON HIS 






FORECAST FOR MONDAY, OCTOBER 14, 1991 - _ 

By Thomas S. Fferaon, Astrologer, CarmB Ftighter. foundation 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: Con- have sot* jo® 1 *■*-. ■ 


tentiousness and arguments oc rar- 
ing within the realm of your own 
particular clique will require you to 
use more tact and diplomacy if 
your are going hi keep everyone 
under the same roof. 

i ■ 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You now find that original and 
fa yanaimg friends" who are up and 
fining can give you the answers that 
mean the most to you and bring 
you results. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Go 
to that official who is very much m 
tbe know with modern trends and 
get him to release to you some 
backing and support your need. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
have so many new ideas that you 
just cannot make op your mind as. 


you will foBow but if you seek 
those who have good ideas success 
follows. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) There are so many pro- 
jects for you to do that not a 
moment of this precious day 
should be wasted so get off that 
chair and produce result. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Avoid 
family matters and their dislikes of 
some associates and get outside 
partneisbxps worked out so you 
and they are more productive in 
the future; 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You have a considerable num- 
ber of assig nm e n ts to-do that can 
bring you far, much acclaim and 
the good wffl of those with you 


URRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Now you are able to find the 
pleasures that bring, you the 
grea t es t amount of happiness and 
emqyineat so .contact ttfogenhd 
pak and get together. ... | 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You are able to find some 
situation coming into die open drat 
requires aB of your tact end ing, 
entity to handle so be sore you do 
wiut family deares first. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November. 22 ip 
December 21) You are aWetofmd 
tbe many outlets that do bring you 

the jcy and effectiveness : fhat yqg. 
wish so get out and see how usual 
companions will assist you. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22. td 
January 20) Take some time sow 

u4ki> th* annirf antT 


of those who are financial Dundee 
and who are-wflting to gm you a < 
push in tbe right direction. ~ ri 

AQUARIUS: (January 2I.to Fdbirih 
ary 19) This is the- moment when 
you car do pretty mach what yia^- 
like so long as you do nothing iq 
anyway to offend anyon e who . » fo 
any position of power, importance < 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Take some time out to show 

your interest in finding out the true 
far*t and figures that have anything 
to do with promises you've made 
to anyone. 


“The stars impel, they rib oot 
compel. " What you make of you? 
life is largely up to yoo. 



Mouthwash isn’t strong 
enough...you need a stick-on 
room deodorizer!” 


EMBi 


Unscramble thaw four Jumbles, 
one Mtteno o ac ti s qu are , to farm 
four ortfnary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLB) WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Laa 




THE Daily Crossword by Diana C. Baldwin 


ACROSS 
i sanore'ukit 
5 Smal amount 
9 Super power 
13 basso 

15 Turner or Louise 

16 Party spread 

17 Dialect 

18 Malt drinks 

19 Entreaty 

20 Find 

22 — Knievel 

23 Wrongful act 

24 Famous Flynn 
26 Nova Scotia 



43 MecBdnal plant 

44 Ms Bombsck 

46 Actress 01991 Treura sa 

Thompson « eym nm r mj 

47 Whirl 

49 Servant 11 Girder material 

51 AsMutga’sland 12 True 

53 Mimic 14 VkJfln man 

55 Aria 21 Paint layer 

56 Way of rkfrig 2S Httchoock's 

62 

63 

64 

65 

66 

vr 


am 


• Pnzrip 5aM : 
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nnn nnriHnn nnrera 

nn Hn£]nBH n rannnn 
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! Foreign Exchange Market Summary 

(October 4-October 11, 1991) 


AMMAN — Speculation over whether the Group of Seven (G-7) wfll 

■ decide to favour a strong yen to cutb Japan's trade smphis grabbed roost 
j of the attention hi the market during die past week. But the confbctiag 
\ hature of said speculation, togetber with the absence of major news 
. hems, kept traders sidelined with regard to the dollar, concentrating 

■ most of the trading action on tbe crosses. Tbe U.S- currency ended the 
; week an average of 0.69% higher against major European currencies, 
j but 0.21% lower against die yen. compared to the previous week's 
i dosing rates. 

’ The doBar rallied Monday on rising specnlation of a G-7 communique 
I m the following weekend calling for a stronger yen. Trading activity thus 
! centered on the mark/yea cross, taking tbe Japanese currency higher 
' against the mark. The dollar consequently dosed lower against the yea 
j bnt higher against major European currencies. Its dosing rates of 1.6802 

* marks and 1.7350 dbQara to tbe pound sterling proved to be its lowest 
levels of the week, however. ‘ 

Tuesday took the dollar sharply higher, mainly against the pound 
I sterling, dosing at its highest levels for die week against major 
. European currencies at 1. 7038 jnarks' and 1.7030 dollar* to the pound' 
sterling. The U.S. unit was supported on its way up by a combination of 
factors. These included a Bush administra tion package aimed at 
encouraging increased bank lending to boost economic recovery in the 

* U.S.. the fading of speculation re a G-7-yen support plan, and the doOar ’ 
breaching resistance at 1.7010 marks. Meanwhile, the pound dropped to . 
2.9016 marks compered to 2.9151 marks the previous day. 

Rumours that President Gorbachev bad been shot took the U.S. unit ' 
to a high of 1.7105 marks in early Far Eastern trading Wednesday. It 
retreated later on. however, upon the denial of said news by Soviet 

* officials, and went further down in New York as it breached several 
| support levels, the last being 1.6950 marks. The British currency 

* recovered to 2.9068 marks due to fear of a Bank of England in te rven tio n 
| to support it. 

■ t The dollar rallied again against all major currencies Thursday, 
^reaching its highest closing level against the Japanese currency at 130 J5 
yen. Although it retreated significantly Friday, it nevertheless dosed in 
New York somewhat higher against major European currencies but 
marginally lower against the yen, compared to its closing levels the 
previous Friday. Observers att ribut ed the dollar's retreat to two main 
factors. On the one band, the lingering influence of comments made by 
U.S. Treasury Secretary Nicholas Brady confirming the significance of 
the Japanese trade surplus issue to the U.S. This brooght about a revival 
of speculation concerning a G-7 sponsored yen rise. On tbe other hand, 

. tbe release of a mere 0.1% rise in September's U.S. Producer Prices, 

* and a better ri»n expected rise of 0.7 per cent in Retail Sales, spurred 
some analysts and a White House official to comment on tbe possibility 

nued uhx 

\ figures, thus undermining the dollar. 

j As for this week, prevalent sentiment remains bearish towards the 
i dollar, emanating from on-going e x pect a tions of an interest rale cut by 
'. the Fed. Sentiment is mixed, however, regarding whether G-7 meetings 
. in Bangkok Sunday, Oct. 13, will have any thing to say about exchange, 
rates. 


Naw York doling 
U5. Mu 


Rasas for HaforOurandas Against ska 



WANTED 


CUSTOMS DUTY UNPAID FOR ANY OF THE 
FOLLOWING 4x4 USED CAR DIESEL POWERD 
ENGINE: 

- MITSUBISHI PAJERO. 

- TOYOTA LAND CRUISER. 

- NISSAN PETROL 

- MERCEDES PUCH-G. 

PLEASE CONTACT TEL NO. 736621 


Saudi Arabia details Rich, poor countries fight war 

? r f K ts /° ^ ountnes of words over arms spending 


grants to countries 
hit by Gulf crisis 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Saudi government has informed the 
secretary-general of Ac United Nations that the kingdom has 
mw+ritAvi over $4,696 million in outright grants to nine countries 
w hich suffer ed from the Gulf crisis. 

According to the letter, which was signed by Mohammad Mhtbs 
Qahtani, rise Saudi deputy charge d'affaires at the U.N., Egypt and 
Syria topped the list with $1,786 minion and $1,050 million 


The letter, distributed as a Security Council document and faxed to 
die Iordan Tunes, indndes a list of S12.3 million grant to Djibouti, 
$333 milfion to Somalia, $933 nriffion to Lebanon, S1460nriffion (in 
oil) to Turkey, $590 mfllion ($90 mOfion in oil) to Morocco, $70 
puiKon (in oil) to Pakistan and $8 million to Bangladesh. 

The Sarah government mentioned in its letter its contributions also 
throug h vari ous international organisations such as the International 
Monetary Fond and me World Bank. 

Iordan mud Yemen were not specifically listed as recipients of 
Samfi aid despite being of mam victims from the Gulf crisis. 

Yemen 
inaugurates 
pipeline 
from oilfield 
to Aden 

SANAA (R) — Yemeni Prime 
Minister Haider Abu Bakr A1 
Attas inaugurated a pipeline from 

oilfields southeas t of Sanaa to the _ _ ... 

Gulf of Aden Sunday. rfaw e r Abo Bakr A1 Attas 

The 207-kilometre pipeline, of 10,000 barrels a day. 
built by die Soviet company Mr. Attas said the first ship- 
Tedmoexport, wfll cany five mil- merit of crude would be exported 
Hon tonnes of crude a year (about within a few months. 

100,000 barrels a day) from die Tedmoeqxxt discovered oil in 
Iyad West oilfield in Sbabwa pro- Shabwa in the mid-1980s but de- 
vince to an export terminal at die dined to sign a joint production 
port of Rndhoum. agreement with the Yemeni gov- 

Yemen has previously been eminent. It will instead receive 
trucking the erode at great ex- aboat $SOO milli on to compensate 
pense to Aden refinery at a rate it for its investment. 


U.S. brokerage houses 
record $859m profit in 
second quarter 

NEW YORK (R) — The profits of U.S. brokerage houses soared 
nearly 84 per cent in the second quarter, the New York Stock 
-Exchange (NYSE) has said, indicating the industry continues to 
.recover from 1990’s, worst-ever earnings. 

! iTbe NYSE said profits of its member firms that do business with 
jibe ppbHc^hnbed to $$59 milliop, an .83.9 per cent increase from the 
$467 million earned in the second quarter of 1990. 

Tbe profits, however, were down slightly from the first quarter of 
this year, when die brokerages posted earnings of $957 million. 

Analysts said die trading pace remained comfortably above last 
year’s depressed level, even though tbe securities industry recorded a 
modest drop in earnings compared with tbe super-strong first three 
months of this year. 


atmagarasaatas 


NEW LUXURIOUS CAR FOR SALE — 

Duty-unpaid Ford Thunderbird, 1990. U.S. specifications, only 
2000 miles, fully loaded including A/C, stereo, electrical mirrors, 
automatic windows, electrical seals, electrical seat-belts and 
antenna, back-seats-seal-belts, black colour, theft alarm system 
and remote locks, automatic. 

Price JD 15^)00 .-negotiable. 

For more Information, please cell 694031 


TWo Furnishe d Apartments FOr R ent 

1. Ground floor apartment Consisting of one bedroom, salon, cflntng 
room and utilities. 

2. Hist floor apartmentlconsteting of three bedrooms, two bathrooms, 
two salons, utilities, telephone, garage and central heeling. 

The two apartments can be rented together or separately. 

Location: Shmeisani, Abu Sufyan Street, behind Marriott Hotel and near 
Cibal Rowers. 

FOr Information ploaso call tel. 663266 (home) 
or teL 664599 (office). 


1 


Consists of three bedrooms, guest room, Bvtog mom, 
maid room, three beftrooms, kitchen, telephone and 
central heating, with an area of 220 square metres. 
Location: Western Shmeisani, Abdul Hameed AJ ffimr 
Street, near- BHal Mosque. Hie house number is 24. 
For In for ma tion ploaaa call tat: NUN or Man. 


HEAVENLY 

BODIES 


Show: 330, 6:15, 830,1030 pjn. 


Mahmoud Abdul Aziz 
Najah AI MouJI 

THE xfr KAT 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 1230, 330, 6U5, 830, 1030 

Show 1230, 330, 6:13. 830. 1030 pju 




1. SOMERSAULT TIME PLAY 

Straws: drily 830 pun. 

.2. ChBdmt play ... 

*1 HE TREASURE AND THE SEA* 

Shove daily 10-30 430' pja. 




tom SeDeck fa 

HER ALIBI 


Show: 330. 630, 830 pja. 


BANGKOK (R) — A war of 
words was unfolding Sunday be- 
' tween rich and poor nations over 
the right of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) to call for 
cats in arms spending. 

Repeated appeals by IMF 
Managing Director Michel Cam- 
dessus for all countries to reduce 
their arms budgets have won 
plaudits among many industrial 
nations but have irritated some 
big spenders in tbe developing 
world. 

Dutch Finance Minister Wim 
Kok backfcd the IMF’s stand on 
aims expenditure in a speech 
Sunday to an influential policy- 
making panel even though be said 
the IMF should retain its non- 
political character. 

“Military expenditure is a 
legitimate concern of tbe fund, as 
it can have undesirable consequ- 
ences,” Mr. Kok told the IMF’s 
Interim Committee. 

.“The fend can, in fact, give its 
considered comments, indeed cri- 
ticism, in cases of excessive milit- 
ary spending to die authorities 
concerned without rocking its 
non-political foundation, precise- 
ly because it is non-political,'* be 
said. 

The Dutch minister’s remarks 


Moellemann 
attacks east 
German work 
creation 
programmes 

Berlin (R) — Germany’s entire 
economy is threatened by govern- 
ment plans to expand state 
funded work creation schemes in 
its former communist east, Eco- 
nomics Minister Juergen Moelle- 
rhaim has said. 

Writing in the influential 
Handelsblatt business daily, Mr. 
Moellemann said the schemes 
stifled innovation, allocated too 
much money to consumption 
rather than investment and 
strained tbe budgetary resources 
of we st e rn Germany. 

His comments fly in the face of 
the policies of Chancellor Helmut 
■ Kohl’s 'party, which reluctantly 
. adopted work creation schemes 
earlier this year to avoid social 
unrest in eastern Germany. 

Nearly two million workers 
have been kept off tbe east’s 
jobless lines through early retire- 
ment, work creation and retrain- 
ing schemes at a cost of more 
than 20 billion marks ($12 bil- 
lion). The government plans an 
expansion in 1992. 

The schemes, which pay a full 
wage rather than unemployment 
benefit, employ redundant work- 
ers on infrastructure projects and 
tearing down decrepit factories. 

Mr. Moeflemann, a regular cri- 
tic of government profligacy, said 
Germany could not afford these 
generous payments and that 
workers should accept lower 
wages. 

He also said ritany of die tasks 
undertaken by work creation 
schemes could just as well be 
done by the private sector and 
that die government’s policies 
risked having to subsidise tbe east 
for years to come. 


followed a snub delivered to Mr. 
Camdessus Saturday by the 
Group of 24 (G-24) developing 
nations, which said in a statement 
the IMF and World Bank should 
not get involved in issues beyond 
their strict economic and financial 
mandate. 

Colombian Finance Minister 
Rudolf Homines, who chaired 
the G-24 meeting, said some de- 
veloping countries feared the 
IMF might make cuts in military 
spending a condition for extend- 
ing fresh loans. 

_ “Some countries fear the possi- 
bility that this problem would 
appear in the conditionality of the 
IMF and the World Bank,” he 
said. 

“The fear is that we will be 
victims of a prodigal son $yn/‘ 
drome,” Mr. Homines said, 
ferring to tbe possibility 
Soviet Union and East Eu&pe 
would win the nndmded-atten- 
tion of the IMF. . 

“I think it’s a reason able^fear,” 
he said, adding: “Most of -these 
countries are aireadyyindusrrial 
while we are de ve losing 'epim- 
tries.” / \X 

Tbe G-24 criticised developed 
nations for showing fiscal' laxity 
and driving up/mterest rates at a 


time when debt-strapped de- 
veloping countries were tighten- 
ing their belts and reining in 
spending. 

The richer nations were also 
asked to dismantle barriers to 
imports. “Use of non-tariff bar- 
riers by industrial countries has 
.grown significantly,” fee state- 
ment said. 

Twenty of the top 24 industrial 


Canada, plus the Netherlands, 
Belgium and Sweden. Switzer- 
land, which is not a member of 
tbe IMF, is fee life member of 
GrlO. 

The rift over the issue is not 
solely between rich and poor 
countries. 

“There are shades of opinion 
both among the industrial and fee 
developing countries,” an Argen- 


nations were “on balance,. jnore_feie official said, 
protectionist now tfanifiqTwere "fcatm.Amcrican countries, wife- 
10 years ago,” jt said. memories stil! fresh of oppressive 

India and Pakistan, confront- military cHctetorstupSrurcL enthu- 
ing each other across a disputed siastic advocates of lower afms 
border, jiave taken strong posi- spending. Colombia had earlier 
tions against IMF calls for cuts in hoped the G-24 would make an 
anps' spending. explicit stand against high arms 

,/The Group of 10 (G-10) rich spending. 

■ nations riposted Sunday in its In contrast. Middle East na- 
tural statement, issued after a tions still spend more than 10 per 
brief mee ting of finance minis- cent of their economic output on 
ters. The G10 called for cuts ‘in armaments, 
unproductive expenditures in- The United States is believed 
eluding excessive military ex- to have doubts as to precisely 
pendi tores, in all countries.” what role the IMF should play in 
A Dutch official said tbe refer- the debate while Germany is 
ence was inserted at the request thought to be considering curbs 
of Italy, wife fee backing of on bilateral aid to big arms spen- 
Belgium and fee Netherlands. ders. 

The G-10 is made up of fee U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Group of Seven (G-7) countries, Nicholas Brady made no rcfer- 
fee United States, Japan, Get- ence to the issue m his speech to 
many, France, Italy, Britain and fee Interim Committee. 


EG commission calls for Third 
World development aid boost 


BRUSSELS (R) — The Euro- 
pean Commission is urging weal- 
thy nations to make good a 
pledge to spemd 0.7 per cent of 
their economic output on aid to 
developing countries. 

The conmriMioi, fee European 
Community’s (EC) executive 
branch, said the hKfastrial- 
iscd world nrigfrt need to mobilise 
additional public and private 
funds to help the Third World 
tackle global envionmental 
threats. 

Li a strategy paper xecom- 
the EC position at fe** 
United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development 
(UNCED) set for next June in 
Rio De Janeiro, the commissioo 
said rich nations should set a 

»t riw wwetm g for Krin g ■ 

up, to their, aid pledge. 

. * Only Scandinavian countries 
have met t he go al so far. 

“At UNCED, industrialised 
countries should agree on a timet- 
able ftnr the faffilmeiit of their 
cosnautments,” tlift commission 
•aid. 

OECD figures p ubli s he d last 
month showed that member 
countries spent an average 035 
per cent of gross d o m es ti c pro- 
duct on development aid in 1990. 

Norway spent tbe highest prop- 
ortion at 1.17 per cent while 
Ireland came out lowest wife 0.16 
per f f p t. 

The c ommissi on paper said 
donor countries should state that 
such aid mnst be used for projects 
that co ntri b ut ed to “sustainable,” 
or env i ro nm entally benign, de- 
velopment. 

It said additional fending may 
be needed to s up port the efforts 
of developing countries to 
achieve smferinaMc use of then- 
natural resources and tackle 
p roblems such as tbe greenhouse 
effect. 


But even substantial govern- 
ment aid would not be enough to 
meet the growing needs of de- 
veloping and eastern and central 
Enropean countries, it said. New 
domestic and private ex- 

ternal resources would also have 
to be mobatised. 

The commission said financial 
asristanr* to combat worldwide 
e nvironmen tal threats should be 


granted only to c oun t rie s which 

m«A- garmin^ f mniiiit inmt tO 

tackle such problems — for ex- 
ample by signing up to interna- 
tional conventio n s. 

As well as ferect aid, it urged 
further debt servicing relief to 
enable Third World arid eastern 
and cent ra l Europe a n countries 
to spend more of their own fends 
on env ir o nm ental protection. ‘ 


Part Of A Defame FnrnMifii Villa 
For Rent 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, salon, dining room, sitting room, 
Kitchen, bathroom with central heating. 

Location: Abdoun. 

Call toL: 632961 - Amman 


FURNISHED GROUND FLOOR 


Consisting of three bedrooms, two salons, two bathrooms, 
near the Seventh Circle. 

Location: Abdullah Bin Makhrumah Str. 54, behind Farah 
Supermarket 

Telephone 811901 



TO LET 


* Semi villa, ground floor, 360 square metres, 4 bedrooms etc. 

* First & second floors: 3 bedrooms, makfs room, 340 & 320 
metres 

fr Located 600 metres off 7th Circle, Airport Road tom right 2nd 
tom left 

* Private parkings, lift, super deluxe finishing. 


please call Mr. Madanat Tel: 616191 or 


H In te re ste d ] 
corn# to site. 


JOB 

OPPORTUNITY 

A leading office automation company is looking 
for a marketing manager with following 
experience:- 

1 . Bachelor degree in business or marketing or 
computer science. 

2. Excellent command of English. 

3. 5 years experience in office automation and 
marketing. 

4. Good command in using PCs DOS, word 
processing spread sheet. 

5. Own a car. 

Send C.V. with picture to: 

Personnel Manager 
P.O. Box: 926435 
Amman — Jordan. 

All applications are treated in strict confidence. 


t fatepiat ional xomimvs 

traders 

Join us to .... 

Sri Lanka !! 

Legendary history .... 

Garden of Eden .... 

Wildlife .... 

Super shopping .... 

Weekly departures every 
Wednesday & Friday 
For booldngs:- 

Royal Tours International Traders. 

Tel: 644267 (4 lines) Tel: 661014 (5 lines). 



Presents for members only the latest 
20 films available on Video cassettes: 

1- Dying Young 

2- Terminator II 

3- Double Impact 

4- Naked Gun 2 1/2 

5- Mobsters 

6- Robin Hood (Prince of Thieves) 

7- Life Stinks 

8- White Fang (Walt Disney) 

9- Tender 

10- Doors 

1 1- V.I. Warshawski 

12- Guihy by Suspicion 

13- last Ride 

14- Blood & Concrete 

15- Soldier’s Tale 

16- Soap Dish 

17- Thelma & Louise 

18- Switdi 

19- What about Bob 

20- Madonna (Truth or Dare) 

Our library indudes more than 5400 titles 
to suit all members of the family. 


Please enquire about our easy terms 
for members and non-membefs. 


JVTC- 


i-tirtadtayi 


-M, 669855. 















































World News 


Yugoslav fig h ting threatens shaky truce 


Relief convoy nears Vukovar 


. ZAGREB (R) — A relief convoy 
approached die besieged Groa- 
! dan town of Vukovar Sunday in 
.its third attempt to deliver 
. emergency aid, but heavy fighting 
-continued to threaten a shaky 
.' truce in the rebel republic. 

. After two abortive efforts, the 
convoy of 50 trucks, ambulances 
'.and buses carrying food and 
I medicine math: a hazardous jour- 
„ hey through northeastern Croatia 
; accompanied by the boom of artii- 
.* lery fire and the thud of mortars. 

Led by European Community 
(EC) ceasefire monitors in a 
white car and with Red Cross 
.flags flying, it readied no-man’s- 
Ciand between Croatian and Ser- 
"bian positions for the first time. It 
.was just 10 kilometres outside 
'-Vukovar by early afternoon. 

Under a faltering ceasefire 
•* agreement, Croatian forces were 
."expected to allow the remaining 
federal troops to leave Borongaj 
■-Barracks in the Croatian capital, 
Zagreb, where they have been 
•'.rapped for almost a month. 

The moves are crucial to the 
T- success of the eighth truce m a 
..conflict which has killed more 
-'..than 1,000 people since Croatia 
..declared independence from 
" Yugoslavia in June and its 
.-600,000-strong Serbian minority 
* .rebelled. 

In a new international drive to 
end die fighting, former U.S. 
.‘Secretary of State Cyrus Vance 
_ . met Serbian, federal and army 
‘■leaders in Belgrade to prepare a 
. report for the United Nations. 

But Croatian Foreign Minister 
_7Zvonimir Separovic told Croatian 
Radio eight people were killed in 
- , a mw eruption of fighti ng around 
‘ Vukovar Sunday. Croatian- fight— 
ere on the spot told reporters the 
-“death toll could be as high as 25. 


EC ceasefire monitors said 
they had received guarantees 
from the wmy that the convoy 
would get through to Vukovar. 

“We have been given full 
assurances by the army that we 
will get in and out," Joseph Fri- 
gan told reporters as he travelled ' 
with the convoy. 

“We will go in with sirens 
wailing and fights flashing and 
meet the army... in no-manV 
land” 

The aid should have got 
through Saturday. But although 
the first troops left their barracks 
in Zagreb Saturday, the Vukovar 
relief convoy was halted by heavy 
fighting and Croatian forces re- 
sponded by restoring the block- 
ade at Borongaj. 

The first convoy reached Bihac 
in the neighbouring Republic of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina on Sunday. 
But about 40 Croatian fighters 
were still guarding the Borongaj 
Barracks in light drizzle as the 
remaining troops waited inride 
for the sign to leave. 

Croatian Radio reported artil- 
lery and mortar fire around 
Vukovar and the neighbouring 
towns of Vinkovd, Nnstar and 
Marind. Croatian forces said 
they had captured Marind but 
later said Serbian fighters had 
forced them back. 

The radio said federal planes 
dropped two bombs on nearby 
Borovo Naselje and that a milit- 
ary depot in the town of Ogulin in 
central Croatia came under aid 
attack. The reports could not be 
confirmed. 

Troublespots on the Adriatic 
coast and in southern Croatia 
appeared quiet. 

— Dutch Foreign Minister Hans 
Van Deal Broek Saturday again 
threatened EC sanctions against 



A Croatian National 
attack on Osjjefc. 


Guard checks 


snipers 


Serbia and the army unless they 
agreed to arrange for the Serb-led 
army to withdraw from Croatia 
within a month. 

The army says it must stay in 
Serbian-dominated areas of 
Croatia to protect them against 
** “physical liquidation.” 

Mr. Vance, U.N. Secretary- 
General Perez de Cuellar’s per- 
sonal envoy, had separate talks in 
Belgrade with Yugoslav Prime 
Minister Ante Maxkovic and Ser- 
bian President Slobodan 
Milosevic on the country’s eco- 
nomy and the crisis. 

Mr. Vance arrived Saturday to 
find federal Yugoslav authority in 
tatters, the economy in a state of 
collapse and the country faring 
the prospect of all-out civil war if 
the latest ceasefire failed. 

He was also due to meet 
Yugoslav Defence Minister Velj- 
ko Kadijevic before going to the 
Hague, where a plenary session 
of the EC peatfe conference 


Yugoslavia is planned for Mon- 
day. 

In Sydney, Australia, about 
10,000 Croatian Australians mar- 
ched on parliament bouse Sunday 
to demand that Australia recog- 
nise the republic fighting for inde- 
pendence from Yugoslavia. 

The demonstration, one of 
several around the country, was 
joined by Croatia’s Deputy Fore- 
ign Minister Mihajlo Montiljo, 
who urged Australia to lead the 
world in granting recognition. 

“If yon are against killing yon 
have to recongise us because then 
we will be protected by the Un- 
ited Nations,” Mr. Montiljo told 
a news conference in Canberra. 

“We need help, we need sup- 
port” 

Montiljo, in Australia to lobby 
the government, said Croatia’s 
National Guard was armed with 
only rifles against the tanks, 
heavy artillery and aircraft of the 
federal army. 


Gorbachev says no economic 
iinion without political ties 


:*MOSCOW (R) — President 
7 -Mikhail Gorbachev has told 
assertive Soviet republics that 
they cannot have an economic 
union without co mm itt in g them- 
selves to some form of political 
framework. 

• In a television interview broad- 
cast Saturday, he also expressed 

' Confidence that die Ukraine, 
second most powerful of the 12 
. republics, would choose to stay in 
.the new looser union be was 
■ Striving to create. 

• “I cannot think of a union 
without die Ukraine, I cannot 
imagine it,” he said. “I am sure 

' that the Ukrainians and Russians, 
everone who lives there, will 
come to the same conclusion, I 
am convinced of it.” 

He was referring to the re- 
ferendum to be held in the repub- 
lic of 52 million people of Dec. 1 
•o endorse the declaration of in- 
dependence its parliament passed 
on Aug. 24. 

' Gorbachev won pledges Friday 
from leaders of 10 republics, in- 
Ukraine, that by next 
sign an out- 
line agreement 
continued economic relations. 

Gorbachev said a food distribu- 
tion agreement to ensure supplies 
through the winter was a crucial 
part of it Soviet Premier Ivan 
Sflayev told reporters earlier that 
he was confident the food agree- 
ment would be singed by Tuesday 



too. 

“Now every republic realises 
that it is impossible to overcome 
the grave economic crisis alone,” 
Mr. Silayev said. 

Gorbachev sees the economic 
accord, initialled in the Kazakh- 
stan capital Alma Ata on Oct. 2, 
as a viral first step towards a new 
union treaty to bold the country 
together. 

He criticised those who 
thought they could enjoy the 
advantages of a common econo- 
mic space while remaining free of 
all political ties and responribQi- 
ties. 

“That means that someone (a 
republic) who wants access to the 
resources of Russia, Kazakhstan 
or tiie Ukraine would be totally 
free, with no political obliga- 
tions,” he said. 

He also laid into politicians, 
especially in the giant Russian 
Republic, who saw a weak poli- 
tical union as a temporary struc- 
ture which they would quit later. 

“If there is a conflict based on 
this kind of approach, then this is 
not Croatia and Serbia — this 
would be far more terrible,” he 


the Alma Ata agreement, saying 
Russia would be exploited by the 
other republics. 

They forced the resignation of 
the Russian Economy Minister, 
Yevgeny Saburov, last week by 
repudiating tiie agreement which 
he had initialled on the repub- 
lic’s behalf. 

But Mr. Silayev told Russian 
Television Saturday that Mr. 
Yeltsin had refused to accept Mr. 
Saburov’s resignation. “He (Yelt- 
sin) is not prepared to let him 
go,” Mr. Silayev said. “He had 
the anthority for the talks in 
Alma Ata and the initialling.” 

Akayev wins in Soviet Kyrgyz- 
stan 


BISHKEK, Soviet Union (R) — 
Askar Akayev, tiie only candi- 
date in Soviet Kyrgyzstan’s first 
presidential election, was elected 
with about 95 per cent of the 
vote, officials said Sunday. 

Mr. Akayev, a 46-year-old 
quantum physicist, has already 
nm the Central Asian Republic 
of 43 million people for a year. 
He has pledged to steer Kyrgyz- 
stan cautiously away from Mos- 
and 


cow and closer to cooperation 
t split up. We must -with- the -West 


split up the power, give the re- 
publics as much oxygen as 
possible." 

Factions jostling for power in 
the Russian Republic under Pres- 
ident Boris Yeltsin have rejected 


Marlril Ibrayev, chairman of 
the Election Commission, said 
pre liminar y results from Satur- 
day’s poD gave Mr. Akayev about* 
95 per cent of the vote. Turnout 
was about 90 per cent. 


Pope urges 
Brazil 
to end 
‘perverse 
inequalities’ 


NATAL, Brazil (R) — Pope 
John Paul has urged Brazilians to 
wipe out the “perverse economic 
inequalities” which keep a select 
few Irving in opulence while the 
majority straggle with grinding 
poverty. 


The Pope began his 10-day trip 
to Brazil, the world's largest 
Catholic country, with a ringing 
appeal for solidarity with the less 
fortunate. 

Speaking on his arrival in the 
northeastern city of Natal, the 
Pope said be wanted his visit to 
benefit all Braziliaiis, but stated 
dearly that the country needed 
justice and equality. 

This had to be achieved, he 
said, through “solidarity until the 
disadvantaged, those who help the 
most, so that perverse economic 
inequalities, which bring with 
them intolerable individual and 
social - 


may 


discrimination^ 

vanish.” 

According to a recent study, 
the gap between rich and poor 
and the concentration of wealth 
in the hands of the few are both 
increasing. 


Cambodian refugees flee Khmer 
Rouge camps for U.N. protection 


BANGKOK (R) — Cambodian 
refugees in Thailand, fearing that 
Khmer rouge guerrillas will force 
them back across the border into 
areas they control, are fleeing to 
the United Nations for protec- 
tion, aid workers said Sanday. 

They said refugees were leav- 
ing their homes in Khmer Ronge- 
eon trolled camps and seeking 
shelter in a hastily erected U.N. 
tent town protected by the Hun 
army. 

“The people are very worried 
after what happened in Site 8,” 
an aid worker said. “They fear 
they wfl£get caught and come to 
spend the night in tem por ar y 
tents.” ‘ 

The Communist Khmer* 
Rouge, whose 1975-79 role of 
Cambodia killed more than a 
million people, is seeking to bols- 
ter its influence inside the country 
before U.N. -supervised elections 
as part of a plan to end the 
13-year civil war. 

Last week it detained 16 admi- 
mstratois of Site 8 camp and 
a ppoint e d new officials to speed 
the repatriation of potential vo- 
ters into zones it controls made 
Cambodia, military sources said. 

The tents carrying U.N. 
emblems were pot up near 
OTrao Camp, where 17,000 re- 


fugees live, after the Thai army 
received a report that tiie Khmer 
Rouge had ordered camp admi- 
nistrators to report to a guemfla- 
contiolled area- near along Veng 
in Cambodia on Oct. 15. 

A Khmer Rouge administrator 
inside Cambodia told reportera 
Friday that Khmer Rouge leaders 


town. ■ 

The Khmer Rouge adnnmstere 
more than 70,000 refugees with 
U.N. assistance just inside Thai- 
land. Site 8, with about 43,000, is 
the largest. 

. Thailand will not intervene m 
Khmer Rouge {dans to resettle its 
people, a senior Thai source who 


at a meeting last month said they . helped the government draw up 
wanted all refugees under their its Cambodian policy told Reu- 


control to resettle in Cambodia. 

“We would allocate a piece of 
land for each family and build up 
our towns and cities here (in 
northwestern Cambodia) instead 
of going back to Phnom tab,” tiie 
ad minist rator, MttrRon, said. 

‘“Only those leaders such as 
SNC (Supreme National Council) 
members and mzmsteis will go 
back.” 

The SNC groups the Khmer 
rouge, two other guerrilla fac- 
tions and the go v ernment instal- 
led after Vietnamese troops 
ousted the Khmer Ronge-in 1979. 
Council leaders are due to go to 
Phnom Penh after a peace accord 
signed in Paris this month. 

Mr. Kfitr Rod said mutt families 
of setidien at Site 8 had moved 
bade to Cambodia and a logging 
concession had been granted to 
three Thai companies to earn 
money with which to build a 


ten. 

“They want to resettle then 
people in the area where natural 
resources are still rich and, of 
course, they want to keep control, 
of their people pending the elec- 
tion, so I don’t think we can do 
irmrfr to stop them,” he said. 

The United Nations has called 
on the Thais to intervene. 

S.A.M.S. Ebria, U.N. special 
.representative for humanitarian 
assistance to Cambodians, said 
Saturday he had told U.N. -Secre- 
tary-General Javier -Perez de 
(Vff iir and SNC head. Prince. 
Norodom Sihanouk, of the 
Khmer Rouge resettlement plan. 

“This is happening in the terri- 
toiy of Thailand. And our under- 
standing has always been that 
T hailan d is not XQ faVOUT of On- 
coordinated repatriation outside 
the U.N. ar r a n ge m ent,” Mr. Kib- 
ria said. 


Bulgarian 

election 

challenges 

former 

Communists 


-SOFIA _(AP) — Voters went to 
the pods Sunday in parliamentary 
elections that were ex p ected to 
challenge the governing for m e r 
Communist Party’s hold on 
power. 

Polls opened at 6 a.m. (0400 
GMT). Some 65 million people 
are eligible to vote in this Balkan 
nation of 9 milli on people. 

“We have suff ere d enough. 
Now is our last chance. If the 
Co mm unists win again we are 
lost,” said voter Simeon Stefa- 
nov, 50. 

The voting will be Bulgaria’s 
second election since tbe 1989 tall 
of Communist leader Todor 
Zhivkov. In the first free postwar 
elections in June 1990, the former 
Communists won 211 seats in the 
400-seat parliament. 

“I hope that after these elec- 
tions, Bulgaria will become final- 
ly a normal country. Otherwise I 
'will look fb: 2 chance in the 
West,” said Ggnyan Dieve, a 
27-year-old taxi driver. 


Tbe Communists, who have 
renamed themselves the Socialist 
Party, dominate a coalition gov- 
ernment headed by independent 
Prime Minister Dhnitar Popov. 

A total of 61 parties were 
raking part in the elections — 31 
of them allied in nine different 
coalitions. Tbe remaining 30 par- 
ties win run independently. 

‘ Fewer than ten parties, bowev- 
stand a chance to garner the 4 
cent of tiie vote required by 
constitution for parliamentary 


"/n the June 1990 elections', the 
main opposition Union qfbexno- 
Forces won ^44 "'seats in 



Ethnic conflicts are ‘catastrophic’ as Soviet Union fades 


KIROV AKAN, Armenia (AP) 
— One by one, the refugees told 
the American congr e sswoman 
todr stories, in tearful or stone- 
faced delivery: Homes burned, 
women violated, a throat slashed. 

They were Armenians from 
Azerbaijan, but they might have 
been Uzbeks from Kirgizia, 
Georgian Turks from Uzbekistan 
or Ossetians from Georgia. As 
the union fades, minorities suffer 
fa every republic. 

“Ethnic conflict is one of worst 
problems facing the Soviet Un- 
ion, and it will get worse, much 
worse," said Georgy Tarazevicb, 
chairman of tiie Supreme Soviet 
Commission on Nationality poli- 
cy. 

Viktor Koslov, a specialist in 
the Soviet Academy of Sciences, 
called it “absolutely certain” that 
the total of refugees within the 
country would swell from its level 
of'more than a million. 

/ Aimed assaults and riots have 
already killed hundreds in the 
Qmcasus and Central Aria, but 
subtler conflicts in the Ukraine, 
Byelorussia and Russia itself 
rffect more than 100 nationali- 
ties. 

-*fThe situation is catastrophic,” 
Ik Koslov said, predicting new 
dashes. “Political leaders don't 
understand how serious it is. 
'They are taking no action to 
prevent its getting worse.” 

From the 1920$ to recent years. 


the Kremlin used force to sup- 
press cultures and religions. Josef 
Stalin dealt with minority prob- 
lems by loading whole towns onto 
boxcars and moving them to re- 
mote regions. 

Now the central gover nm ent is 
losing its power to keep order, 
the experts say, while leaders in 
breakaway republics spur resur-. 
gent national- and religious feel- 
ings to build power bases. 

In desperate pockets across the 
Soviet Union, families who kaow 
tittle of the great picture try to 
survive with the scraps of clothes 
and coolring pots they salvaged in 
fleeing for their lives. 

Armenians in Kirovakan. a 
small city still shaken from the 
1988 earthquake, told U.S. repre- 
sentative Barbara Boxer their 
ride of an ancient fight over land 
in the neighbouring Republic of 
Azerbaijan. 

Sergei Gregorian, in a stunned 
voice beyond emotion, told how 
marauders burst into his son’s 
apartment in Baku last year and 
held his daughter-in-law by the 
hair while they stabbed her 
mother. 

“She was still alive and was 
taken to the hospital where she 
was stabbed again in the throat,” 
he said. “No one knows why. I 
ran away to Armenia with my 
family. No dothes, no money.” 

Others said that, without res- 
training Soviet forces, Azerbai- 


eu- 


jani troops are assaulting villages 
in the disputed region of 
Nagorno-Karabakh and in 
Shahumyan, an Armenian 
clave in Azerbaijan. 

At least 260,000 Armenians 
have been driven out of Azerbai- 
jan after pogroms since 1988, half 
of them from the capital of Baku, 
according to Arm enian Prime 
Minister Vazken Manoughian. 

But Abbas Safarov of the 
Azerbaijani Refugee Society in 
Baku said 194,000 of his people 
fled Armenia. When Armenians 
raided his own village, he said, 
his 83-year-old mother was terri- 
fied. 

“She told us it was the end of 
fine for our family,” be said, 
“with those words, she died.” 

No reliable figures quantify the 
overall crisis. A recent Pravda 
survey estimated internal re- 
fugees at 1.5 million, counting 
many people displaced from the 
Baltic states with limited 
hardship. 

At least a fourth of the re- 
fugees have no work in a job 
market glutted with recent gradu- 
ates and other qualified candi- 
dates. In most places, even local 
residents wait many 'yean for 
bousing. 

Major conflicts receive soafe 
attention from human rights 
groups and Soviet politicians. 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin, 
led a recent effort to mediate 


over Nagorno-Karabakh. 

But many victims are from 
small minorities whose claims to 
homelands have weakened over 
tune and whose causes stir little 
interest. 

“When Hons and tigers are 
fighting, who takes time to worry 
about the rabbits?” Mr. Koslov 
put it. 

Among tbe worst off are Mes- 
khtian Turks, moved by Stalin 
from Georgia to tbe Fergana 
Valley in Uzbekistan. Sporadic 
pogroms killed some last year, 
and many fear new attacks are 
immin ent. 

Though of Turkish stock, the 
Meskhtians sank deep roots in 
Georgia and developed their own 
distinct culture in a land they 
have not seen in two generations. 

“The Uzbeks are hounding 
them out, but they have nowhere 
to go,” Mr. Tarazevicb said. “All 
of our repeated efforts to per- 
suade the Georgian government 
to make land available have been 
to no avail.” 

Georgia, meanwhile, is at war 
with tin autonomous region of 
South Ossetia, northwest of Tbil- 
isi, which declared its ’own inde- " 
pendence when Georgia seps* 
rated from tbe union. 

Ossetians, an ancient people of 


are crowded into Vladikavkaz in 
southern Russia, where hard- 
pressed local families resent their 
presence. 

Altogether, at least 200,000 
refugees are in Russia, the largest 
of the 12 republics, and another 
160,000 are expected by tiie end 
of the year, the daily Rabochaya 
Tribuna reported in Sept em ber. 

Since then, however, political 
turmoil in Tadzhikistan toadied 
off a renewed exodus of Rnssian- 
speaking settlers, a wave that 
could easily spread to Uzbekistan 
and Turkmenia, specialists said.' 

Up to half of all Russian resi- 
dents want to leave Modavia, an 
independent republic bordering 
Romania, according to Pravda. 

Returning refugees find grave 
problems in a Russian economy 
where 80 per cent of the popula- 
tion five below tbe poverty line. 

On a larger scale, worsening 
ethnic conflict could poison tbe 
growth of a new economic, poli- 
tical and* social union among 
Soviet republics, the experts say. 

In Kirovakan and other re- 
fugee centres, however, people 
like Sergei Gregorian had more 
immediate concerns about their 
Q^rai survival. 

“I had btrih that house myself 
with my own hands,” be told Ms. 


unknown origins, trace their ..Boxer, adding that be had grown, 
claims to parts of Georgia back to upHke anyother Soviet citizen in 
biblical times. Baku. “I worked hard because I 

At least 80,000 South Ossetians, wanted to die in my own home.” 


Sex and pom row hits at 
sagging Congress image 


WASHINGTON (R) — You de-' is having a nervous breakdown.” 
ba te sex, lies and pornography on As in any other country, the 
prime-time television and Ail - nyfamentaiians of Congress, 
dren are advised not to watch, members of the House of Repre- 
Yonr rhgq nes bounce and you' ■Sulatives (lower house) and Sen- 
don’t pay your restaurant bills or ale (upper bouse), are rarely 


parking tickets. 

You are a member of the U.S.' 
Congress and this is not a good 
time fr>r American legislators. 

Public, focus is on Congress 
with lurid tesffinony- cm ergng. 
from a sexual harassment storm 
involving U.S. . Supreme Court 
nominee Clarence Thomas and 
law Professor Anita Hill. - 

Judge Thomas, a black con- 
servative judge, ended a gruelling 
day Saturday as a witness at his 
own confirmation hearing by 
saying charges that he sexnafly 
harassed his former aide, also 
black, were “concocted to des- 
tory me.” 

Tbe bearing, to determine who 
is telling the truth, has drawn 
politicians’ attention away from 
great world issues. 

.Two television networks CBS 
and NBC advise parents to con- 
sider if children should watch the 
deliberat i ons. 

Many commentators believe 
Congress's reputation has been as 
much damaged by the Thomas 
beamings as the nomineee and 
his main accuser Antia Hill who 
alleges he sexually h arassed her 
by repeatedly asking for da t es 
and talking about pornography. 
Weekend newspapers ran arti- 


favourites of the 

But in a- sign of how far Con- 
gress’s standing has dropped, a 
New York Times poll last week 
found onty 27 per cent approved 
of bow Congress handles its job.- 
people- deubt-Congrart^ 
standing fell farther in tiie days' 
after the poll as senators involved 
in the bearings argued about how 
to conduct tbe Thomas probe, 
t hr e a tened to resign and were 
lectured by Judge Thomas, about 
“lynching.” 

The debate about the standing 
of Congress has erupted at a time 
when tbe Democrats control both 
bouses but are on the defensive 
against sustained criticism by 
U.S. Presi de nt George Bush, rid- 
ing high on foreign policy 
triumphs and thwarting Demo- 
cratfobacked legislation with re- 
peated vetoes. 

Asked if tiie hearings were 
hurting Congress’s image, politic- 
al analyst WflDam Schneider told 
Cable News Network: “I think 
this is part of tiie distaste for the 
political process — for Congress, 
in particular.” 

“I think there is a sense tbe 
whole process is out of control, 
that these gnys are in it for 
themselves, that tiie public busi- 


des airing questions fike “can foess is not being attended to. Put 
the government get anything this (the hearings) along with the 
right any more?” described tiie controversy over cheque bounc- 
confirmation beamings as a “dr-- mg and free hxnches and you have 
cus” and declared: “Washington a lot of deep anger out there.” 


Democrats draw Bush 
into fray over economy 


WASHINGTON (R) — Demo- ways to advance his “growth 
cratic candidates for the U.S. , package,” a collection of ideas he 



ve osed the finger- 
' the issue of tax 
t George Bush on 
.early in the 1992 


MfM^sb had hoped tOkXQnain 
above the political fray well into 
next year. But twice in the past 10 
days be has bad to defend his 
economic polices and to outline 
new strategies to restore consum- 
er confidence, aid the jobless and 
ease credit conditions. 

. Previously Mr. Bush had 
argued against tinkering with the 
economy, but a White House 
official admitted to a change of 
mind. 

“There is a re-examination of 


proposed in February, including a 
cut in the tax on capital gains 
from sale of assets such as homes 
and stocks. 

The top marginal tax rate is 
now 28 per cent on capital gains. 
Mr. Bush proposed lowering it to 
19.6 per cent on assets held f dt at 
least three years. 

The president argued then and 
in numerous speeches since that 
the capital gains tax cut would 
boost economic growth and cre- 
ate jobs. 

His renewed support for the 
tax cut, combined with his veto 
Friday of a second congressional 
attempt to extend benefits for the 


, , • long-term unemployed, barf riven 

L h ^-? h iL C growth toe Democrats new ammunition' 

the election year nears. 


issue," tbe official said. 

Mr. Bush blocked a Democra- 
tic move in congress in August to 
extend benefits for the long-term 
unemployed, arguing it would 
violate a budget agreement be- 
tween Congress and the White 
House. 

But now he has proposed mea- 
sures to encourage bank lending 
and has urged Congress to 
approve another approach to job- 
less benefits that he says would 
not break tiie budget pact. He has 
also renewed a cafl for a cut in the 
capital gains tax. 

During 1990 congressional 
election Mr. Bush poshed for a 
capital gains tax which he said 
would spur investment, but 
Democrats called it a tax break 


“I believe there’s a hunger in 
America; a hunger to torn away 
from the greed and selfishness of 
George Herbert Walkers Bush 
and J. Danforth Quayie," says 
Senator Tom Harlan of Iowa in 
bis campaign speeches. 

Arkansas governor Bfll Clinton 
agrees. 

“For 12 years, the Republicans 
have raised taxes on the middle 
class. If s time to give the middle 
class tax relief,” Mr. Clinton said 
in declaring his candidacy for the 
Democratic nomination earlier 
this month. 


Middle class voters are crucial 
to the Democrats’ hopes in 1992. 
They were a traditional source of 


for the .wealthy and accused Mr, Democratic strength until 1980 
Bud of being unfair to the mid- when many voted for republican 
die class. Ronald Reagan. They also.bacfc- 

Last week Mr. Bush instructed ed Mr. Reagan in 1984 and Mr 
Ins economic advisers to find Bush in 1988. 



Mozart may have 
been poisoned by|| 
medicine, doctor 
says ■. 7 't,- 


LONDON (R) — . Mozart 
have been poisoned , by meiegty 
and antimony used by docujrs 
treating h i m for depresson*^ ’ 
fever, a British doctor has; 

Dr. Ian James told tbe Bi 

Association for Performing AW t: 
Medicine the composer tfieggAi 
1791 from apparent pneamSu* 
and kidney failure and bad -gftb- . 
ably been treated wito 
and antimony. Mozart’s deamta 
Vienna at the age of 35 has fang 
been the source of specnlatj&fa. 
One theory was that be had ften 
poisoned by Salieri, a Tfess 
tal exited rival. Mercury is bow 
recognised as a renal pbnpn. 
Antimony was often coutanmi? 
ated with arsenic in Vienna at 
that time and tbe combination 
would have proved lethal. James 
said. 






Public toilet ^ 
explodes in Peking^ 




PEKING ( AP) — A public tdiiiet 
in a. residential area exploded, 
shattering manhole covers and 
spewing a fireball skyward, an 
official newspaper has reported. 
Readmits of a small street in. 
Peking’s eastern district beard a 
loud bang Thursday night and 
saw a bafl of flames and smoke 
coming from the women’s sidepf 
their pobhc squat toilet, the Pek- - 
mg Evening News (Beijing Wan- 
bao) reported. An old wogpot - 
came sc rambling out from^i&e 
women’s side, and a young wan = 
ran from tiie other ride, tbe re- 
port said. Both suffered minor 
burns. A succession of explosions 
followed in the sewage system, 
shattering 12 heavy manhole cprv- - 


era and windows, and 
old one^story home and a 
collapse, tiie report raid. 



Picasso, Pissarro 
paintings lost in 
London fire 


;Tr* 


LONDON (AP) — Pai ntings by 
Picasso and French painter Cal- 
mille Pissarro were destroyed 
earlier this week by a fire 
apparently set deliberately in an 
antiques warehouse, police said 
Friday. A Scotland Yard spokes- 
woman said detectives were freat-, 
King Monday night’s fire m_tiie 
warehouse near London’s 
tow Airport as arson. Tbe 
spokeswoman said she did ^ibt 
have the names of the works 
destroyed or their owners. Mark 
Baxter, a spokesman for James 
Bouriet and Sous Ltd., tbe own- 
ers of tiie warehouse, raid he 
could not confirm or deny ***** 
the paintings had been tost. Brit- 
ish news repo r ts on tbe fire said 
valuable paintings, bron z e sculp- 
tures, antique f urni t ure , porce- 
lain and other trea sur es, worth 
between £50 mini on and 100 mQ- 
hon ($85 mflliou to $171 million) 
were destroyed in the blaze. 
James Bouriet and Sons Ltd. .aid 
items worth more flap £300,000 
($513,000) were recovered from 
the debris Friday. “Artifacts 
worth an estimated ^ m fljinn 
($42 million) were recovered 
Wednesday from the specially 
built strong room with only 
minimal damage,” the comp&hy 
said in a statement 
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Dispute over Appier, 
logos settled out 
of court . - 


LONDON (AP) . — A mu J timS - 
Bon dollar trademark battle be- 
tween Apple Co mpute r Inc. and' 
tiie Beati es’ Appte Qjrpebokfing 
company over thefr simflarcoroo- 
rate logos has ended without 
out-of-court settlement. Apple 
Corps* formed by the -Beatles in 
1963 to manage their unu^c 
ngbtSi accused Apple couiuti te f 
of violating a 1981 agreemerfb^ 1 
rang its A pple logo on mutib-- 
s y ntb cri/ i n g equipment. Appfel 
computer’s logo fcaturcss a ho*; 
zoofafly striped apple with a bite 
out of it and a leaf on top, while 
Apple Coip. logo is an apple 
with a stalk on top. The two-year-" 

old dispate centred on ‘ J * 
Computer’s musical ins 
digital interface — or Mmr 
pie Corps contended tbe pereu. 
computer maker had agreed .-, 
use the Appl e Imp only on cofte 
equ ipment m order to avoid 
Intel fating with the British com 1 
pan^s music business: Gordon 
Pollock, a lawyer for Apple 
CiHtjs, said in the high co urt 
Friday that, die companies hud 
reached an amicable 
Apple Corps sued Apple Com# 
ter m the court last OcL 29.. *** 
been a tong, hod road." 


" I 

v; 


* 




s*v 


toe settlement were confiden^^ 
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